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IN SENATE. | 
Sarurpay, May 31, 1834. 


Mr. WEBSTER greve notice that he should, on 
Monday next, moveto printan additional number 
of copies of the Biennial Register. 


On motion of Mr. EWING, the bill settling and 
establishing the northern boundary line of the 
State of Ohio, was taken up and made the special 
order 6f the day for Wednesday next. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave obtained, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Duncan L. | 
Clinch; which was read twice and referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved that the Senate take up 
the bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Moses Sheperd, deceased. Lost. Yeas 12, | 
nays 16. , 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the || 
Judiciary, introduced a bill for the relief of the | 
legal representatives of Philip Moore, deceased; | 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. | 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the bill 
for the relief of Mountjoy Bayly was taken up. | 

Mr. MOORE moved to recommit the bill to the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. The prin- | 
ciple involved was an important one. It was one 
of interest or commutation, which had always been 
reported against by the committee. 

r. BLACK thought the principle of interest 
was different from that supposed by the gentleman 
from Alabama, (Mr. Moore.] It was on the 
principle of the funding act, which, he thought, 
was decided by yeas and nays at the last session. || 
The interest was universally allowed, and was not 
questioned till this session. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, Mr. BELL, and Mr. | 
CHAMBERS, made some remarks against the | 
recommitment. 

Mr. MOORE then withdrew his motion, con- | 
tenting himself to let the principle be settled on | 
the passage of the bill. 

r. FRELINGHUYSEN opposed the bill on 
the principle that such claims of interest alqne | 
would exhaust the whole Treasury. 

Mr. BELL denied that the claim was one of | 
interest. It was this belief which led gentlemen | 
to the misapprehension. The claim was for fifty 
years of half-pay, and nothing more. | 

Mr. WHITE said, the object of this bill was 
to give interest on five years’ full pay. He had | 
looked into this claim, and had come to the con- | 
clusion that the applicant was entitled neither to | 
the principal nor the interest. Inthe year 183] he | 
applied to Congress for his five years’ full pay, | 
instead of his half-pay for life, which was granted 
to him on producing proof to satisfy the Secretary 
of War. And Mr. W. thought that no satisfac- | 
tory proof had ever been produced of his serving | 
to the end of the war. Whether the Senate should | 
decide for or against the principle of allowing | 
interest in such cases, he protested against its 
being allowed in this case. 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. | 
TYLER, BELL, BIBB, CHAMBERS, and 
KING of Georgia, in favor of the bill, and by | 
Messrs. LEIGH, WHITE, and SMITH, in 
Opposition to it. 

he question being on the passage of the bill, | 
Mr. BIBB asked the yeas and nays; which were 


ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 
Clay, Hendricks, Kent, King of Alabama, Mc- | 











YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Chambers, 


| 


| which were referred to the Committee of the 


| tions, surveys, and estimates, for the construction | 
| of certain roads, and the improvement of certain 


|| the contemplated embankment across the swamps | 


| sufficient therefor. 


\| and adoptod. 


in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be | 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, the Senate 
adjourned. 


} 
| 
! 


Vt 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, May 31, 1834. 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 
of Claims, reported sundry bills from the Senate; || 


| 


Whole. 
Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals, reported a bill authorizing examina- || 


harbors and rivers; which was read twice and 
committed. 
Mr. MERCER, from the same committee, | 
reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed | 
to lay before the House any information in his | 
department, respecting the cost of constructing | 


and water courses between a point on the Mis- | 
sissippi, opposite Memphis, in Tennessee, and 
the high ground west of St. Francis river, and to 
report whether the road beyond the same, leading 
from Memphis to Little Rock, requires a further | 
sum for its completion,and what amount is deemed | 


Mr. M. requested that the House would now | 
act upon this resolution, as the information sought | 
was important for the action of the House. The | 
resolution was taken up by unanimous consent || 

| 
1] 

Mr. SCHLEY, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, reported a bill for granting a pension 
to Thomas Morton; which was read twice and | 
committed. 

Mr. BELL, from the Judiciary Committee, | 
reported a bill giving the assent of Congress toan | 
agreement or compact entered into between the | 
States of New York and New Jersey, respecting || 


|| McCally be recommitt 


ment had been unanimously entered into between 
the commissioners of the two States, and had been 
confirmed unanimously by the Legislatures of 
both States. It was an agreement between the 
States relative to a matter belonging to the States 


\| exclusively. 


Mr. BELL moved that the further consideration 


| of the bill be postponed until Wednesday next, 
| and that the bill be printed. 


Mr.GILLET suggested the propriety of making 
ita special order for that day; which was agreed to. 
Mr. BELL, from,the Judiciary Committee, re- 
orted a bill for the relief of the sureties of George 
heeler, et al.; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. BELL, instructed by the same committee, 
moved that the report upon the petition of James 
to that committee; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. DEMING, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


|| Timothy Jordan; which was read twice and com- 


mitted. 
Mr. GARLAND, by unanimous consent, sub- 


|| mitted the following resolution ;which was ad 


opted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Lead 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of confirming, by law, all the claims for land in 
favor of individuals which were recommended for 
confirmation by the register of the land office at 
Opelousas, in the State of Louisiana, in his report 
of Ist October, 1825, which are excepted from the 
provisions of the act of Congress of 16th May, 
1826, entitled ** An act to confirm certain claims to 
lands in the district of Opelousas, in Louisiana;’’ 
and also, all claims in favor of individuals recom- 
mended for confirmation by the register and re- 


\| ceiver of the land district south of Red river, in 


Louisiana, in their report of lst November, 1824, 


|| upon the land claims situated between the Rio 


Honda and the Sabine, which are excepted from 
the provisions of the act of Congress of 24th May, 
1828, entitled ‘*‘ An act to confirm claims to lands 
in the district between the Rio Honda and Sabine 





the territorial limits and jurisdiction of those States. 

Mr. B. said it was regarded as a matter of great 
importance by these States that this bill should be 
assed the present session: there being, so far as | 
[ was apprized, no objection from any quarter to 
its provisions, he hoped the House would consent | 
to its being read at length, with a view to move | 
its engrossment for a third reading. 

The bill was read accordingly. 

Mr. J.@. ADAMS wished this bill would take | 
the ordinary course. The provisions of this bill | 
were extremely important; and he presumed they | 
had been duly considered by the Judiciary Com- | 
mittee. But he wished for time to look into them | 
for himself, in order to ascertain if the rights of | 
the United States were properly guarded. Ashe) 
understood the bill, it appeared to assert that the | 
two States of New York and New Jersey had | 
entire jurisdiction over the waters mentioned in the | 
agreement. The United States, in his opinion, had | 
important rights which had not been noticed. He 
did not wish to disturb the agreement, so far as 
referred to territorial boundaries; but the para- 
mount right of the United States ought not to be 
conceded. 

Mr. BELL said the committee, in their exami- 
nation of the subject, had not perceived that any- 
thing was contained in the agreement which could 
in any way infringe the rights of the United States. | 





| 
| 
| 


| river, founded on habitation and cultivation,”’ 


KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The report of the Committee of Elections upon 
the contested election for the fifth congressional 
district then came up. 

Mr. MOORE addressed the House in support of 
his claim to the seat, and in reply to the argument 
urged yesterday by his competitor, Mr. Lercuer, 
which occupied the attention of the House until 
nearly three o’clock. When Mr. Moore had con- 
cluded— 

Mr. LEAVITT rose, and after some prelimi- 
nary remarks on the state of business before the 
House, moved the previous question. 

Mr. HARDIN asked if the previous question 
would cut off the amendments offered by the mi- 
nority of the Committee of Elections. 

The CHAIR stated that it would cut off all 

| amendments. 

The question bzing put, the House refused to 

| second the previous question: Yeas 88, nays 102. 


| .Mr. HARDIN took the floor, and spoke at con- 


| siderable length in support of the claim of Mr. 
Letcuer to the seat. 

Mr. McKINLEY rose and remarked that he 
was unwilling, to give his vote on this question 
without giving his views in regard to it. He was 
willing to proceed now, and to remain here till the 


ean, Poindexter, Porter, Robbins, Silsbee, || [f the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] || question was determined, or to adjourn. 


Sprague, Tomlinson, Tyler—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Ewing, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hill, | 
King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Moore, | 
Morris, Prentiss, Cobineen, Shepley, Smith, | 
Swift, Tipton, White, Wright—22. 

The bill granting to General P. Thomas, of | 
Louisiana, a tract of land in consideration of the | 
military services rendered by him in taking pos- | 
session of that portion of West Florida included | 
in the district of Baton Rouge, was considered as ' 





‘| tions of that kind. 


| felt any apprehension in that respect, he was per- 


| fectly willing to add a proviso saving all the rights | 
This would cure all objec- | 


of the United States. 
if the gentleman desired it, 
he had no objection to postpone the question of 
engrossment until the bill could be examined. 
r. ADAMS hoped the bill would be printed. 
Mr. BELL had no objection. 
Mr. PARKER explained the circumstances 
which led to the necessity of settling the bounda- 


ries between the two States at length. Theagree: ' 





| Mr. McKINLEY yielded the floor to 
Mr. J. @. ADAMS, who moved an adjourn- 
ment, 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was determined in the negative: Yeas 81, nays 121. 
Mr. McKINLEY addressed the House upon 
| the resolution and the amendment of Mr. Banks, 
in aspeech of about half an hour; and was followed 


b 
"Mr. C. ALLAN, who stpported the amend- 
ment for a chort time, when he gave way to 





" 
Ma 
t 
} 
y 


| 
| 


AM LE I te! PONE NRE 





as : : 


Mr. WILLIAMS, who moved an adjournment; 


but the yeas and nays having been ordered, he 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. ALLAN then proceeded again, for a short 
time, when he moved the House adjourn, upon 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Motion to adjourn negatived: Yeas 92, wee 106. 

Mr. ALLAN then moved a call of the 
which was ordered: Ayes 96, noes 58. 

The roll was called, and 210 men answered to 
their names. 


upon which Mr. MERCER demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. DICKSON then withdrew the motion until 
the list of absentees should be called through. 

Mr. WARD moved that the call be suspended; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BURD moved the House adjourn; which 
was negatived without a division. 

The CHAIR stated the question as follows: 

Resolved, That Tuomas P. Moone, Esquire, is 
entitled to the seat in this House, to represent the 
fifth congressional district of the State of Ken- 
tucky; 

Which was moved by Mr. BANKS to be 
amended by striking out the whole after the word 
** resolved,’’ and inserting instead thereof— 


*¢ That all the legal votes which were received in | 


‘ Lancaster, Garrard county, whilst Moses Grant, 


* Esq., acted as one of the judges, on the first | 


* morning of the election in August last, and those 
‘of alike character, given on the second day of 
‘ the election in the casual absence of the sheriff, 
‘ ought to be estimated in ascertaining the result 
* of the election.” 


The amendment was required to be divided. 

A question arose as to the effect of striking out 
and inserting a part of the amendment, when 

Mr. BEARDSLEY, as a means of obviating 
the difficulty, moved the previous question. 

Which was negatived: Ayes 89, noes 108. 

Mr. MOORE proposed to add, after the resolu- 
tion reported by the committee, the first member 
of the amendment proposed by Mr. Bans, in- 
stead of moving to strike out the resolution; which 
was assented to by Mr. Banks. 

Mesers. ADAMS and MARSHALL debated 
the effect of this amendment. 

The question was then taken, and carried by 
the following vote. Yeas 112, nays 102. 

The question upon the second member of the 
amendment, providing that the votes taken on the 
second day, during the absence of the sheriff, 
should be counted, was then taken and carried: 
Yeas 131, nays 84. 

The question was then taken on the nextclause 
of the amendment, providing that the votes of the 
theological students at Danville, by name, should 
be counted. 

Mr. GILMER moved the question be so divided 
as to take the question upon those students who 
belonged out of the State of Kentucky separately. 

The question was first taken on counting the 
votes of all excepting Blackburne Leffler and G. 
M. Ormond. This was carried: Yeas 119, nays 96. 

The question was then taken on counting the 
votes of Blackburne Leffler and G. M. Ormond; 
and was carried: Yeas 112, nays 103. 

The question was then taken on the votes con- 
tained in the next clause, containing five voters, 
who were originally certified as voting both for 
Letcher and Moore. 


After an explanation by Messrs. HARDIN and | 


S. JONES, it was carried: Yeas 119, nays 95. 
The question was taken on the next clause of 


the amendment relating to the voters who were | 


struck from Letcher’s poll, as being unknown. 
After some remarks in explanation of the facts 
relative to this proposition, trom Messrs. HAR- 
DIN, GHOLSON, CHILTON ALLAN, ELLS- 
WORTH, POPE, and BANKS, 
Mr. MUHLENBERG moved to adjourn. 
Which was carried; and the House, at nine 
o’clock, adjourned accordingly. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpary, June 2, 1834. 


Mr. SILSBEE presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Massachusetts; 
Mr. McKEAN, of citizens of Pennsylvania; 








ouse, | 


| a meeting of democratic citizens of Hunterdon 
| county, New Jersey, in favor of the proceedings | 


|| him without trial, and in favor of the doctrines | 


| pressed. A memorial from another New Jersey 


| the President of the United States, and the mi- | 
nority of the Senate, though not by name, yet in || 


he moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


————EE 


‘ Mr. BELL, of citizens of New Hampshire; 
Mr. WRIGHT, of citizens of New York; and 
Mr. HENDRICKS, of citizens of Indiana, re- | 





monstrating against the renewal of the patent right || 
of John Ames, for an improvement in the manv- || 
“ng of paper; all of which were laid upon the || 
|| table. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a || 
|| Meeting, styled the enateule ee 
| of the Third Ward of the Northern Liberties, || 


| Philadelphia, opposed to an adjournment of Con- 
Mr. DICKSON moved the call be suspended, | 


gresa, until something should be done to settle the 
currency of the country. The proceedings were 
read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Na- 
thaniel Niles, late temporary representative of the 
United States at Paris; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented the memorial of four 


hundred and fifty citizens of Augusta, Maine; and || Rastens Giaaok belliees, Wa selee 0 take then 
|| toll free; which was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAY, the memorial of citizens of Bour- | 
bon county, Kentuck y—both in favor of the resto- 


ration of the deposites, and the recharter of the || 
Referred to the Com- || 


Bank of the United States. 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of 


citizens of Gloucester county, New Jersey, in || 





hig Association || 


dered 





favor of the course of the Executive with regard to 
the United States Bank, and praying that Con- | 


restored to it. 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. SOUTHARD presented the proceedings of | 


of the President with regard to the bank; disap- 
proving of the course of the Senate in refusing to 
spread upon its Journals the protest of the Presi- 
dent against the Senate’s passing judgment upon 


embodied in that document. 

Mr. SOUTHARD also presented the proceed- | 
ings of the Democratic State Convention, com- 
posed of upwards of four hundred delegates, from 
every part of New Jersey, similar in character to 
that from Hunterdon county. 

Mr. 8. said he had some difficulty in his own 
mind as to the proper course for him to pursue in 
regard to these memorials. The one last alluded | 
to was couched in indecorous language towards | 
the Senate, and also spoke in terms of reprehen- 
sion of himself and colleague. He, however, 
moved that the resolutions be printed, and take the 
usual reference. 

Mr. CLAYTON opposed the printing, on the 
ground of improper language used towards the Sen- | 
ate, and moved to lay the proceedings on the table. | 

Mr. FORSYTH hoped the motion would not be | 


convention was received some time ago from the 
other party, and this was but a response to that. 
This was just like the other. That denounced 


effect. . He hoped this would meet with the same 
disposition which that received. 


. - . 1] 
|| gress will not enact a law rechartering that insti- | 


tution, or directing the public deposites to be || 
The memorial was referred to the | 





Messrs. CLAYTON, EWING, POINDEX- 


TER, and FRELINGHUYSEN, made some || yeas and nays; which were ordered, and are as 


further remarks against printing the proceedings, | 

and Messrs. FORSYTH 

favor of the motion. 
Mr. CLAY said, in order to have an opportu- 

nity of getting up his resolutions for consideration, | 


Mr. FORSYTH observed, as it seemed to him | 
that this course would be a final disposition of the 


which were ordered, and are as follow, to wit: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Chambers, Clay, || 
Clayton, Ewing, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Moore, || 


Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, | 
Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, and 
Welster—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
weed Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Linn, Morris, Preston, 





tobinson, Shepley, Tipton, White, Wilkins, and | 





| Wright—18. 
_ So the question was determined in the affirma- /| 
tive, 


and CHAMBERS in | 





REPORTS. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill suspending for a time 
the payment of certain revenue bonds executed } 

illiam D. Ross, for duties due upon iron. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Henry 
Smith; which was agreed to. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 


__ Sune 2, 





| Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
| a resolution of inquiry, reported a bill placing the 


postage upon periodical pa 

footing as newspapers; whic 
to a second reading. e 
Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on the 


hlets upon the same 
was read, and or- 


| District of Columbia, asked to be discharged from 
| the further consideration of the memorials of ip- 
habitants of the District of Columbia, and State 


of Maryland praying Congress to purchase the 


Mr. CHAMBERS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the managers of the 
Female Ophan Asylum of Georgetown, District 
of Columbia; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee 6n 
Pensions, reported a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, without amendment, for the relief of 
James B. Folsom, and gave notice that, when the 
bill was called up. he was instructed by the com- 
mittee to move its rejection. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 


| asked to be discharged from the further consider- 


ation oe the petition of Charles King; which was 
reed to. 4 
Mr. BROWN then moved to take up for con- 


| sideration the resolution of the House of Repre- 


sentatives, fixing a day for the adjournment of 


| the present session of Congress. 


The CHAIR said that the special order had 
precedence of other business. 
SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
Mr. Biss’s resolution for an amendment relative 
to the election of President and Vice President of 


| the United States. 


Mr. BIBB then resumed and concluded his re- 
marks in favor of his proposed amendments, 
when 

Mr. BENTON moved to recommit the resolu- 
tion to a select committee of five members; which, 


| not being objected to by Mr. BIBB, was agreed 
to 


The Senate then balloted for the committee, 
when the following gentlemen were chosen: 

Messrs. Biss, Benton, Wesster, CaLuoun, 
and Forsyrtu. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 

Mr. CLAY then moved to suspend the orders 
of the day and take up the joint resolutions sub- 
mitted by him, disapproving of the removal of the 
public deposites, and requiring them to be placed, 


| after the first of July next, in the Bank of the Uni- 
| ted States. 


Upon this motion, Mr. BROWN asked the 


follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 


| bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hen- 


dricks, Kent, Knight, Naudain, Poindexter, Pren- 
tiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 


| Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster—24. 


NAYS—Meessrs. Benton, Black, Brown, For- 


the || syth, Grundy, Hill, King of Alabama, King of 
matter, he asked the yeas and nays on the motion; | 


eorgia, Linn, Mangum, Morris, Robinson, 
Shepley, Tipton, White, Wilkins—1i6. 

So it was determined to suspend the orders, and 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 


_ resolutions of Mr. Cray; which were read. 


Mr. BENTON moved that the resolutions be 
postponed for the purpose of giving the Senate an 
opportunity of considering the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Senate will not consider any 
roposition to restore the public moneys to the 
eeping of the Bank of the United States, or to 

renew the charter of that bank, until after it shall 
have submitted to a full examination of its affairs 
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by a ennanmire of one of the Houses of Congress, | A fourth ground upon which Mr. B. placed the 
and especially into the part which the bank may | 


have acted, if any, in producing the late commer- 
cial embarrassments and distresses. 

Mr. B., in support of his motion, spoke some- 
what at large in vindication of the right of Con- 


ress to examine into the conduct and affairs of || 
the bank, and its duty to do so before it would | 
entertain any proposition of honor or confidence | 
i The right to make this exami- | 
nation (he said) rested upon many grounds. A | 
clause in the charter reserved this right, and re- | 
served it without limitation or restriction, without | 


to that instituticn. 


forms or conditions; and it was not to be endured 


that this unconditional right,reserved by Congress, | 
should be defeated and nullified by the interposi- | 


tion of forms and conditions, restrictions and limi- 
tations, prescribed by the bank itself, and which 
would put it into the power of that institution to be 
examined or not, just as it pleased. Besides this 
chartered right to examine the bank, Mr. B. said 
that the United States was a partner in the institu- 
tion, and possessed the natural and equitable right 
of all partners to know how the partnership con- 
cerns were managed. Every partner has a right 
to examine the books and papers of the concern; 
dormant partners posse&s this right as well as 
active partners, and if the members of the concern 
who have charge of these books and papers refuse 
to submit them to the inspection of the other part- 
ners, a court of equity will interfere, upon the 
application of the injured party, and place the 
books and papers where every partner can have 
free access to them. This is the natural right, and 
equitable law of partnerships; and the people of 


the United States, who are partners to the amount | 


of seven millions of dollars in this bank, have a 
right to see how it has been managed, and their 
representatives are the proper persons to exercise 
that right. A committee of Congress is the proper 
organ to examine for the people; and if sucha 
committee should be repulsed from the door of the 
bank, then the rights of the people, as partners in 
the institution, are resisted and violated. 

A third ground on which Mr. B. bottomed the 
right of the Government to examine the affairs of 


tution—from its national character, i contradis- 


consequent liability which it incurred with all other 


| the powers granted to it, it can have no claim for | 


| another term of existence. 


/a condition which it had a right to prescribe, and 


| before we renew those powers; we wish to exam- 


| of the East India Company before its charter was | 


| clared that there should be full inquiry; and full 
| inquiry there was, without limitation, restriction, 
| condition, or formality, on the part of the bank. 
| Mr. B. 
the bank, resulted from the nationality of the insti- | 


If the bank were 
keeping of the _— moneys, and it ought to 
submit to have that question of culpability tried by | 
the evidence of its own books. If it had abused 


further favor or confidence. On this point he took 

a decisive stand, independent of the charter, and | 
independent of all legal rights, and resting upon the 

great principle that the Government had a right | 
to know how the bank had been managed during | 
its present existence, before it would renew to it | 
This was a condition 
precedent in the hands of the Government. It was 


which, under present circumstances, it was emi- | 
nently its duty to prescribe. It had a right to say 
to the bank, we wish to know how you have ex- 
ercised the great powers we have granted to you, 


ine your own books, to see what your conduct has | 
been; and until you submit to that examination, 
we will not entertain, or consider, any proposition 
to renew your extraordinary privileges. This was | 
what the Government had a right tosay. 


the Bank of England. A committee of forty-eight | 
members had thoroughly investigated the affairs | 


renewed; a committee of thirty-two members had 
also thoroughly examined the affairs of the Bank 
of England before its charter was renewed at the 
last session of Parliament. Lord Althorpe, in the 
House of Commons, in 1831, felt almost as an im- 
putation upon him the question put by Sir Henry 


had investigated the affairs of the bank. He de- 





} 

/hesaid. At 
right of the Government to examine the affairs of || 
|| the bank related to the restoration of the deposites | 
| and the renewal of the charter. 
| culpable, it would have no claim to the further 


It was || 
what was done in England in relation to all great |, 
| corporations—the East India Company, as well as | 


was made to bear on the community.’’ 
| read these extracts, Mr. B. commented upon them 


| as containing a direct charge, first, of a breach of 
Parnell, whether he meant to ask for a renewal of || 


the bank charter, before a committee of the House || 





said, it was the right, and the daty of 
Congress to act in the same way towards the 


| Bank of the United States. 
tinction to its mere banking character—and the | 


Even if no misconduct was imputed to it, it 


|| would be right to examine and see if no miscon- 


national institutions, to undergo the supervision of || duct had occurred. It should be a preliminary 


the power which created it. 


eminent man, when he was first recommending a 


Bank of the United States in the year 1791, openly | 


asserted the right and the duty of the Government 
to examine the institution as often as it thought fit, 
and declared that an objection to such an exami- 
nation would imply mismanagement. 
read the following paragraph from General Ham- 
ilton’s report of 1791: 


‘* If the paper of a bank is permitted to insinuate | 
* itself into all the revenues and receipts of acoun- | 
‘try; if it is even to be tolerated as the substitute | 
‘ for gold and silver, in all the transactions of busi- || 
* ness, it becomes, in either view, a national concern | 
‘ the first of magnitude. Assuch, the ordinary rules | 


* of prudence require that the GoverNMENT should 
‘possess the means of ascertaining, WHENEVER IT 
* THINKS FIT, that so delicate a trust is executed with 
‘ fidelity and care. 
‘ only desirable as it respects the Government, but 
‘ it ought to be equally so to all those concerned in 
‘ the institution, as an additional title to public and 


‘ private confidence, and as a thing which can only be | 
‘ formidable to practices that imply mismanagement.’? | 


On this point he | 
quoted General Hamilton, and showed that that | 


Here he || 


step of prudence and precaution, before such large 
powers should be granted again. But there was 


| misconduct imputed to it; and dropping all other 
| imputations, he would point out the one which 
| stood first on the list of inquiries ordered by the 
| House of Representatives—which was alluded to 


in the resolution which he pfoposed to submit, if 
the postponement took place which he moved for 
and which went to ascertain whether the Bank 
of the United States was the author of the dis- 


the past winter. This he held to be a most vital 
inquiry, and one that should never be abandoned 
until the true authors of that distress were made 
known to the people. An immense number of 
memorials presented to Congress charged it upon 


| the President; a great number of others charged 


it upon the bank. The truth of these charges the 


|, people ought to know; and certainly the bank 
A ricut of this nature is not | 


ought not to shrink from the evidence of its own 
books. A strong presumptive case of guilt was 


|| made out against it; and that presumption was 


ripening into full proof and absolute conviction, 


under the conduct of the bank in refusing to sub- |) 


mit to the test of its own books. The Government 


All this has happened, said Mr. B. The paper | directors, in their memorial addressed to Congress, 
of the Bank of the United States has insinuated || had strongly inculpated the bank, and gone intoa 
itself into the receipts and revenue of the country; || statement of facts to show that the directors re- 
it has become a substitute for gold and silver; it || fused oy proposition to conduct the curtailment 


has entered into all the transactiong of business || of the ban 
between man and man; and thereby this bank has || tiality, and put the whole business o 


debts on a plan of ey -_ impar- 
the curtail- 


become a national concern, and a concern of the | ment into the hands of a subaltern committee 

first magnitude. The branch of the Government || appointed by the president of the bank alone, and 

immediately representing the people have thought | exempted even from the small restraint of report- 

fit to order an investigation into the affairs of the || ing to the board of directors, ae that the 
e 


bank; and that investigation has been resisted and || late pressure in the money market had 


en occa- 


defeated by the bank. In the language of General || sioned by the bank itself; that the curtailment had 
Hamilton, this resistance implies mismanagement; | been conducted by a secret committee, and had 


and that mismanagement ought to stimulate the | 


Government to an exertion of all its powers to 
enforce the examination to which it is entitled. 


| been partial, unequal, and unnecessary. Mr. B. 


went on to read several extracts from the memo- 


rial of the Government directors, to prove what ! 
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e 16 of their memorial, he read a 
resolution submitted by the Government directors 
to the board, proposing a systematic reduction, to 
be gradual in its operation, and to bear upon all 
sections of the country, and all classes of debtors, 
in the same degreeand proportion. This plan, the 
memorialists say, would have prevented an oppres- 
sive, sectional, and partial curtailment, and would 
have confined the business of curtailment to the 
board of directors, and given to every director a 
voice in what was done. This plan was rejected. 
No, worse than that: the imperious board refused 
even to consider it; and forthwith adopted a series 
of resolutions for reducing the business of the 
institution, and gave authority to the committee 


| of the offices to modify these resolutions as they 
| should deem expedient, and peremptorily refused 


to require this committee, thus invested with un- 
limited power over the great and delicate business 


| of curtailment, refused to require them even to 


report to the board of directors. This Mr. B. 
considered to be a flagrant breach of the charter, 
which expressly enacts that not less than seven 
directors shal] constitute a board to transact busi- 
ness. The reduction of a debt of sixty-odd mil- 
lions was certainly a piece of business. It was the 
most important piece of business ever transacted 
by the bank; and has been so transacted as to fill 
this Hall with cries of ruin and distress from vari- 
ous quarters of the country. 

The Government directors expressly charge, at 
page 17 of their memorial, that ‘* We attribute to 
‘ them the excessive curtailment in the business of the 
‘ institution, which has been so sudden and oppressive 
‘and which was not necessary either to the extent to 
‘which it was carried, or in the manner in which it 
Having 


the charter in committing the proper business of 
the board to a subaltern committee of three mem- 


bers; and, secondly, of a partial, sectional, unne- 


cessary, and oppressive curtailment of the debts 


| of the institution. These were the charges; charges 
/made by the Government directors, and not in 


newspapers, but in a memorial to Congress. True, 


| these directors have been rejected by the Senate; 


but, equally true, the House of Representatives 


have ordered an inquiry into the conduct of the 
| bank, and have put this charge of the Govern- 
| ment directors at the head, an 
| of the subjects to be inquired into by their com- 
| mittee. 


in the very front 


True, again, that the charter reserves to 
either House of Congress the right, through a 


| committee, to inspect the books, and to examine 


the proceedings of the bank, to see whether the 
charter has been violated. But what has happen- 
ed? The committee of the House, sent to Phila- 


| delphia to inspect the books, and examine the 
| proceedings of the bank, have been resisted and 


| repulsed! They return without accomplishing 
tresses which had prevailed in the country during || 


their mission! and a loud cry is set up in one 
general chorus, by the bank and all its friends, in 
Congress and out of Congress, that the Govern- 
ment must go to law with the bank ! thatthe direct- 
ors are not bound to criminate themselves! that a 
scire facias must issue, and then they will answer 
in court! Thus refusing to abide the evidence of 
their own books! thus refusing to let a committee 
of Congress inspect their books, and examine 
their proceedings, to ascertain whether the bank 
was innocent or guilty of a wanton oppression of 
the community during the past winter. 

Mr. B. said that since the distresses of the South 
Sea scheme in England, at the commencement of 
the last century, there had not been, in any coun- 
try, so loud and pervading a cry of distress as has 
been heard in this country oe four or five 
months past. Thecries of the English people had 
been carried to Parliament, as the cries of the 
American people have been brought to Congress. 
What did the English Parliament do? Immedi- 
ately raised a committee; sent them to examine the 
directors of the South Sea Company; received 
their report; ordered all the directors to the bar; 
interrogated them in the face of all England; con- 
victed them of practices which had distressed, 
alarmed, and injured the community; and sent 
them to jail, loaded with thecurses of an outraged 
kingdom. This is what Parliament did in a simi- 
lar case to what has now happened in our America. 
Mr. B. would not ask what Congress had done? 
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That question was yet to be tried in the House of || Mr. FORSYTH then renewed the motion to | . The resolutions 


Representatives. Hie would not anticipate the 
issue. It was not his business todoso. But what 
had the Senate done? Had it ascertained the 
truth of the charges made by the Government 
directors before they were rejected? Not at all. 
Had they ascertained the truth of these charges 
before they proposed to restore the public depos- 
ites to the keeping of the bank? Notatall! Noth- | 
ing is inquired into, nothing ascertained , alltaken || 
for false, or frivolous, that is alleged against the | 
bank; and even her cry adopted, of, Go to law! | 
Mr. B. remarked upon this cry for a scire facias 
so suddenly adopted in the Senate here. It had 
broke out to-day, and now resounded from all 
quarters. Whencethiscry? It comes from Phil- 
adelphia! Itis brought back by the minority of 
the bankcommittee. It is putin their report; and 
forthwith it becomes the cry of the whole bank 
party. But whata contradiction is exhibited, and 
exhibited here to our faces! Whata change ina 
few brief days! For four months we heard noth- 
ing else but of this responsible bank, subject to 
the control of Congress! this creature of our own 
creation, over which we had ample control! Yes, 
ample control! that was the word ! this fiscal agent, 
which was responsible to Congress, not to the 
President! and which was right in resisting all 
amenability to the President, because it was to 
Congress that the charter made it responsible! | 
This was the language, in this Senate, for four 
months! What is itnow? Why, that it is not 
Congress, but the Judiciary, to which it is liable. 
It is the court—the court—to which it will submit. 
She will go to law with Congress, but will not 
submit to be examined by acommitiee. Congress 
may send a scire facias, but no committee of inves- 
tigation. Such 1s the new refuge, or subterfuge, 
of the bank. When the President asks for informa- 
tion through the Government directors, his author- 
ity is resisted, because the bank is responsible to 
Congress, ayd not to him! When Congress asks 
the same information, then Congress is resisted, 
because the bank is responsible to the judiciary, 
and not to Congress! Such are the centradic- 
tions, such the subterfuges, such the tricks played 
off in our faces, and in the view of the whole 
American people. In the face of such evidences 
of guilt, in the case of such a strong presumptive 
case to convict the bank of being the author of the 
distresses which have been complained of in the 
memorials to Congress, is it right to give her marks 
of favor and confidence? Is it right either to restore 
to her the keeping of the public moneys, or to 
grant hera renewalof her charter? Mr. B. thought 
not, and that the proper course for the Senate to 
follow was indicated in the resolution which he 
had read, and which he would submit for the con- 
sideration and action of the Senate, if the present 
proceedings should be poreant 

Mr. CLAY asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion; which were ordered, and are asefollows, 
to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, | 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Morris, Shepley, White, Wilkins, Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks, Kent, McKean, Mangum, Naudain, 
Poiadexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift,Tipton, 
Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, W ebster—29. 

So the motion to postpone was disagreed to. 

Mr. BENTON then moved to strike out all after 
the word resolved, in the first resolution, and insert, 
as an amendment, the bill reported in the House 
of Representatives by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, providing for the deposite of the public 
moneys in the State banks, and making regula- | 
tions for its security in those institutions, 

Mr. B. accompanied his motion by some re- 
marks in support of the amendment; and was fol- | 
lowed by Mr. CLAYTON, Mr. WRIGHT, Mr. | 
CLAY, and Mr. SHEPLEY. | 

Mr. CLAY asked the yeas and nays on the | 
amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. FORSYTH then moved an adjournment; | 
but withdrew it at the instance of 

Mr. TIPTON, who moved that the vote given 
on rs rejecting the bill for the relief of 
Mountjoy Bayly, be reconsidered. The motion | 
was laid on the table. " 


adjourn; which was disagreed to, on a division— || 
yeas 18, nays 23. 
After some further conversation, the question || 
was taken on the amendment, and decided as fol- || 
lows, to wit: 1 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, 
Morris, Robinson, Shepley, White, Wilkins, 
Wright—14. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, |, 
Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, || 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, || 
Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, 
Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tipton, Tyler, Wag- 
gaman, Webster—31. | 
Mr. BENTON then moved, with a view to test | 
the sense of the Senate directly upon the expedi- 
ency of continuing the deposites in the Stace banks, 
to commit the resolutions to the Committee on 
Finance, with instructions to report an amendment 











| 





regulating the deposites of the public money in the ; 


State banks. 


Mr. CLAY asked the yeas and nays on the mo- || 


tion; which were ordered, and are as follows, to 


wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, | 
Morris, nny: White, Wilkine, Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, | 


Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, || 





were then separated at M; 
Forsytu’s suggestion, and the question beine 
taken on each separately, they were ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and, at half past 
six o’clock, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mownpay, June 2, 1834. 


After the Journal was read, Mr. Speaker STR. 
VENSON addressed the House as follows: 

GentLemen: I| have attended in person to-day 
for the purpose of resigning, as 1 now do, the office 


_ of Speaker of this House, with which I have been 
| honored for thelast seven years, and of announcing 


to you the fact, that I have this day communicated 
to the Executive of Virginia my resignation as 


| one of the Representatives from that State in the 


present Congress. 

The dissolution, perhaps forever, of the intimate 
associations that have existed so long between us, 
is calculated to excite sentiments of a painful char- 
acter. I feel it myseil, deeply and unaffectedly, 
and in quitting a station in itself so honorable, oc 


|| 80 repeatediy conferredgon me and in a manner so 
|, flattering, a station endeared to me by so many 


considerations of a private and a public nature, | 
hope I may be pardoned in availing myself of this 


|| fit occasion of taking my leave of it and of you, in 


| person, of offering my cordial and best wishes for 
| your individual prosperity and happiness, and 


Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Lee, McKean, Man- | expressing publicly, and for the last time, my 


gum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, | 
Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tipton, Tyler, Wag- 
gaman, Webster—32. 


Mr. FORSYTH then moved to divide the ques- | 


tion on the resolutions, the two propositions being | 


different in their character, so that a distinct vote | 


might be taken on each. 

This, Mr. CLAY assented to. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, that as honorable gentle- | 
men had expressed a great willingness that a scire 
facias, or other proceeding, should be instituted, 
with a view to inquire into the proceedings of the 
bank, and to ascertain whether it had violated its 
charter, he would make a proposition, if he could 
obtain any encouragement from the opposite side, 
which should effect that object. He proposed to 
offer the following, as a substitute for the resolu- 
tions, to follow the word resolved: 

‘That a scire facias be issued by the proper | 
officer, to try immediately if the charter of the 
Bank of the United States has been forfeited. 

**Jst. Because the corporation has advanced 
money to a foreign Government, without being 
previously authorized to do so by act of Con- 
gress. : 

‘2d. Because the whole power over the man- 





required by the charter. 
**3d. Because the bank has failed to perform its 
duties under the pension laws, not having trans- | 


mitted money placed in its possession to pay pen- | 
_sioners, when required by proper authority. 
**4th. Because the corporation has refused, un- || 


|| or acknowledgments for the kindness and con- 


| fidence by which I have been so long distinguished 
and honored. Few, probably, that have ever 
| filled thischair, have enjoyed more of this kindness 
/and favor than m self, none have received, or 
| will cherish it, with feelings of warmer or more 

devoted gratitude. My obligations, gentlemen, 
are indeed deep to this House; and go where | 
may, or in whatever situation I may be placed, | 
shall continue, to the last hour of my life, to pre- 


|, serve and cherish those sentiments of profound 


/respect and affectionate gratitude, which your 


|| long-continued and unchanging kindness have so 


_ deeply impressed epee my heart, and which never 
_canbeimpaired. The duty of presiding over a great 


|| deliberative assembly like thisis no easy task. The 
| high and distinguished character of such a trust, 
| and its arduous and important functions, cannot 


| fail to inspire any incumbent with a just distrust 
of his own abilities and qualifications, whatever 
they may be. 
My administration of its duties for seven years 
has not only taught me to know and feel this, but 


| likewise to know how difficult, nay, impossible 


| it is for any man to free himself from error or 
, censure, in this chair, or give unqualified satisfac- 


e the || tion. In times of profound tranquillity and repose, 
agement of the institution has been placed, by res- | 


olution, in the hands of a few persons, and has | 
‘| mot been exercised by the board of directors as | 


with united and harmonious councils, this has 
| rarely, if ever, been done. Amid the strife and 
| storms of political and party excitements it would 
| be vain and hopeless to aot it. My period of 

service has, moreover, gentlemen, as many of you 
know, been distinguished by events especially cal- 
culated to render this station one of more than 

ordinary delicacy and embarrassment, as well as 
of increased responsibility and labor. How assid- 


and to procure a renewal of its charter. 


der various pretexts, to submit to an examination || uously I have struggled to discharge the duties of 
of its books and proceedings, by a committee of || this chair in a manner worthy of it and of myself; 
the House of Representatives of the United States, | with whatsincere zeal I have devoted my time and 
specially appointed for that purpose. '| my talents, and even my health, to your service, 
“5th Because the money of the corporation | I leave for others to decide. Butthis 1 hope I may 
has been loaned to individuals and expended in | be pardoned for saying, in justice and fairness to 
disseminating pamphlets and speeches throughout || myself, and under a deep conviction of its truth, 
the United States, to influence popular elections || that I have earnestly endeavored to discharge my 
. duty, not only with temper, justice, and modera- 
‘*6ch and lastly, For any other causes operating | tion, but with a just regard for your individual 
a forfeiture that can be established by evidence, in || rights and feelings, the character and dignity of 
the belief of the district attorney of the United | this House &nd my own honor. This was all that 
States, whose duty it is to issue the said scire facias.”” '| promised when I came to this chair, and this I 
Mr. CLAY and Mr. CLAYTON each opposed || Soe endeavored to do. With what success, | 
the proposition somewhat at length, chiefly be- || leave to you and to my country to determine. 
cause it was not distinct and substantive in its I am very sensible, gentlemen, that in such a 
character. || long course of public service, and in an independ- 
Mr. FORSYTH replied that he had not thought || ent discharge of the arduous and multifarious 


of a distinct proposition, but, if honorable gentle- || duties of this chair, regardless of whom it might 





men desired the investigation, he thought they | please or displease, my conduct may sometimes 
ought to accede to this course. If they would not bien been thought too harsh and rigorous; and [ 
agree to it, he would not formally offer what ae may often, unintentionally have wounded the 
proposed as a substitute. ' feelings of individual members upon this floor 








1834. 


and incurred their censure and displeasure. Under | 
such circumstances, and while man continues what | 
he is, we know that resentments are too | 
apt to be indulged and to remain, and often, per- 
haps, difficult to be extinguished, even in the 
noblest minds; but revenge will not harbor there. | 
Higher principles than resentment, and better prin- | 
ciples than revenge, will animate men whose | 
thoughts and hearts are liberal and enlarged, and | 
especially where there is high intellectual ability | 
and moral integrity. If, then, under the influence 

of momentary excitement and passion, if, in the | 
eagerness of controversy or the commotion of 

debate, anything unkind or harsh should have been 








measure, as the property of my country, fromall | 
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This is the last time that I shall ever address 
you from the chair. 


ORE. 


l| 


We separate this day, many, very many of us, | 


to meet no more. 

I pray to God to protect and bless you and our 
country; and I tender to you this, my last and 
affectionate farewell ! 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, the House agreed 
epous to the choice of a Speaker. 
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lieve, as it should be, in how great a degree the 
measures of a legislative assembly are modified 
and influenced by the manner of its deliberations: 
All will concede that if it shall ever happen that 


| this body shall fall into disrepute, and fail to com- 


mand the respectand confidence of the people, our 
institutions will bein the greatest peril. Notonly 


|| the character of the House, the wisdom and effi- 


he Clerk appointed Messrs. McKINLEY, E. | 


WHITTLESEY, MUHLENBERG, BYNUM, 
SCHLEY, and FORESTER, tellers. 

The following table exhibits the result of each 
of the ten ballotings which took place: 


OORT chic Chace biibictue ee 


ciency of its action, but the existence of our 
admirable frame of polity itself, may be said to 
depend, in some degree, upon the order and dignity 
of the deliberations of this House. While, then, 
I entreat the indulgence of the House to my own 
defects, I earnestly invoke the assistance of every 


presented to the Senate, signed by more than two 


said or done, either on my part or on yours, let us, | 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8 9. 10, | Member of it in endeavoring to maintain and pre- 
I pray you, forgive and forget it,and letus separate | wide... ....64.64 594937241611 11 11 | Serve» 80 far as depends upon the proceedings of 
in the spirit of peace and good will. Let not this |) p,)) oak ae 53.57 59 67 6773 78 76 78 | this body, those great o primary interests of 
moment of our final separation be poisoned or || GS therland..... 34 302625161610 9 4 2 | Constitutional Government and freedom, in sup- 
embittered by feelings of personal resentment or || ps 30 39 47 49 57 65 76 $7 104.114 | Port of which, I am sure, whatever difference of 
political hostility. Let the spirit of peace and | S - ant. peer anes "18 6843133 2 1 opinion there may be upon points of construction, 
charity shed its holy calm around us, refreshing || Wa = anne ie 15 25 30 3626 13. 8 6 | Policy, or administration, there is not a heart here, 
alike to the affections and the intellect, and let us | Wiliams eee 4 : || nor an American heart anywhere, that does not 
blot from our minds and hearts every feeling of | pyeret:... eo 1 _ beat high. 

ersonal or party resentment, and separate like || Ghijton........ 2 ' On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, 
brethren of one household, and as the Represent- |) Fy oibard........ 91121 The House then adjourned. 
atives of a free and eee pegs, I have my- | Geile. cw pate | 1 sian einen a ticinipeaanea 
self no injuries to complain of, and no memory || qa; ee es 
for ee I had; I cake to this chair to eratify |] — iy hay + . 4755107 6 6 IN SENATE. 
no private friendships, to indulge-no personal || J.a yo» renga 2 Tvespay, June 3, 1834. 
hostility, and all that I have now to ask of you is, | ty,-din............ ae Ni || Mr. McKE&AN said, a committee of thirty cit- 
to do justice to the motives which have influenced |) yon.” l | izens, of the first respectability, from various sec- 
and governed my conduct; and when I am gone, | i a es 1 tions of Pennsylvania, all of whom, he believed, 
to protect my character as the presiding officer of | apcher............. 1. |, were now in the lobby of the Senate, had honored 
this House, which may now be regarded, in some | SE 1 |, him by putting into his charge a memorial to be 

| 


unjust and unworthy imputations. To those who | 
have known me longest, and have known me best— | 
to the liberal and just ofall parties, and on all sides | 
of this House—this appeal, I flatter myself, will | 
not be made in vain. . One word more, and I have | 
done. 

Although I am about to leave you, gentlemen, 
and in all probability forever, I shall never cease | 
to regard this House, and everything connected | 
with it, with feelings of the deepest solicitude and | 
affection. 

I need not remind you of the character and sta- | 
tion which this House holds in the eyes of the | 
American people. They justly regard it as the | 
sanctuary of liberty, and law, and order; and 
justly repose on it with unlimited confidence and 
affection. In its deliberations and proceedings is 
essentially involved the security of our free in- 
stitutions. How much, gentlemen, will depend | 
upon the manner in which its high duties shall be 
performed ! 

Nor is it needful, I am sure, that I should ad- | 
monish you that you are the Representatives of 
our whole country, and not ofa part; that our Con- | 
federation can only exist and prosper under the | 
influence of a wise, equal, and just system of legis- 
lation; by the ties of common interest and brotherly | 
affection; by a spirit of mutual forbearance and 
moderation, and by cherishing a hallowed devo- 
tion to that liberty and union secured to us by the 
blood of our common fathers. These are the 
foundations upon which alone our safety and | 
security can rest. 

Although our country, of late, gentlemen, has | 
been deeply and painfully excited, and our coun- 
cila, too, greatly divided, may we not hope that | 
the causes of excitement are daily passing off, and | 





subsiding, and that peace and tranquillity will || 


again be restored to us? Atsucha time, and under | 
such circumstances, is it not the duty of every | 
wise, and liberal, and good man, in public or pri- 
vate life, without distinction of party, to unite for 
the purpose of healing these divisions, and givin 
peace and repose to the public mind? And shoul 
not those especially who wield the public councils 
pour oil upon this stormy sea, and still its troubled 
waters ? 

linvoke you, gentlemen, to peace and harmony; 
to union and action for the common good. 

_The people expect it; the prosperity and hap- 
piness of your country demand it. 

God grant that you may prove yourselves 
worthy of the high trust, and equal to the crisis; 


|| Binney 


j 





|| House depends on a skilful, firm, and impartial 


1 

Total. .220 223 219 221 219 214 215 219 211 218 | 
On the tenth ballot 218 votes were given—110 

necessary to a choice. 

JOHN BELL, of Tennessee, having 114, was | 


declared duly elected Speaker of the House, and | 


was conducted to the chair by Messrs. J. Q. 
Apams and R. M. Jounson. 
chair the Speaker elect made the following ad- 
dress: 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

With the greatest sincerity | declare to you, that 
although I am duly and gratefully impressed by 
this mark of the partiality and confidence of the 
House, and by no means insensible to the dis- | 
tinction intended to be conferred on me, it is not 
without some distrust of the wisdom of my course 


assigned me. Without the slightest experience 
in the chair, it may be justly apprehended that 
your selection of a presiding officer has been too 


much influenced by personal kindness and friend- | 


ship. And I shall be quite happy if the public 
interest shall suffer no detriment through a defec- 
tive administration of the duties of the chair. In 
ordinary times, and under ordinary circumstagces, 
I could flatter myself that, by diligent application, 


I might be able, in a short time, to supply the | 


want of experience, and to justify, in some degree, 
the confidence indicated by the House. That 
more than usual embarrassments must be encoun- 
tered at this moment by any incumbent of the 
chair, will be admitted by all. The impatience, 
not to say irritation—the natural result of a pro- | 
tracted session; the excitement growing out of 
those sharp conflicts of opinion upon questions of 
public policy—conflicts exasperated and embit- 


After taking the | 





hundred delegates from the different counties of 
that State, who assembled at Harrisburg, the seat 
of government, on the 27th ultimo, to consultas to 
the cause of public distress and mode of relief. 
And though, he said, a difference of opinion, as 
well as on questions of abstract expediency 
existed between a portion of the memorialists and 
himself, it was nevertheless his desire to represent 


| them fairly, and it was no less his pride than his 


duty to say, that this convention comprised as 


| much of respectability, talent, and weight of pub- 


| lic and private character, as any convention of men 


that had assembled anywhere within his know}l- 


edge, and whose experience entitled their opinions 
to the most respectful consideration. 
He had been furnished with a statement show- 


| ing the general, as well as political, complexion of 


; ; 1 ; y ‘ | the convention, and he took occasion to say, that 
in accepting this station, which your choice has || 


the latter was corroborated by his own knowledge 


| of the facts as stated. The whole number of del- 


|| of Philadelphia—accidents having 


egates present was two hundred and nine, of this 
number, seventy-five were original Jackson men, 
about thirty of whom supported General Jackson 
in 1832. Delegates were appointed from forty- 
eight counties, and delegates were in actual attend- 
| ance from forty-four counties, including the city 
revented the 


attendance from the other four. He had been 


| particularly instructed to say, that the entire pro- 


ceedings had been distinguished for harmony, 


| unanimity, and zeal, and the whole character of 


the convention furnished the strongest evidence of 
a great political change in Pennsylvania, and a 
growing opposition to the recent measures of the 
present Administration of the General Govern- 


/ment. The memorial was written with great force 


tered at the present moment in an extraordinary || 


degree—all present themselves to increase the dif- 
ficulties and call forth the exertions of a new and 
unpractised incumbent of the chair. And | feel, | 
gentlemen, that whatever exertions may be made 
on my part must be vain, without your forbear- 


your cordial support and coéperation. When I 
reflect how great are the interests connected with 
this House, its character and action; interests not 
of a day or of a party, but of all time, of poster- 
ity, and of all the parties which are, or ever will 
be, arrayed against each other; and when I further 
reflect how much the character and action of this 


and that your labors may ultimately prove suc- | administratior of the duties of the chair, I confess 


cessful in giving peace an 
country. 


i 
| 


repose to our beloved | I feel the deepest solicitude. 


It is not so generally understood, I regret to be 


} 


\ 
| 


! 


and ability, and condemns, in toto, the conduct of 
the Executive branch of the Government in refer- 
ence to the bank; to which cause they ascribe all 
the present distresses of the country, and ask 
Congress for relief. 

Mr. McKEAN then presented the memorial, 
and moved that it be read, referred to the Commit- 


p r tee on Finance, and printed, with the names. 
ance; nay, that they must fail altogether without |) 


Mr. WEBSTER rose, and asked, Is this the 
true voice of Pennsylvania? That was the ques- 


tion in which not only Pennsylvania, but every 


State in this Union, was at this moment inter- 
ested. If it be, we might hope that a day of relief 
| to the country, a day of restoration of the Consti- 
| tution and laws, was at hand. When we looked 
| at the great central States of the Union, we saw a 
population so numerous and so powerful, who, if 
| they chose to come to the relief of the countr 
| and succor of the Constitution, might come, and it 


| would be relieved and succored. He believed the 
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sentiments in this memorial were the sentiments of \ Mr. FORSYTH said there was no doubt that 


a majority of the people of Pennsylvania. The 
proofs were both in and out of the State—her po- 


the country, was a most interesting one, and her | 
Pennsylvania | 


course might be a decisive one. 
was well known as an early and ardent friend of 


the present Executive; and our great difficulty was 


in making known our condition to the President of 
the United States. It was matter of opinion, but 
he believed that the bottom of all our present diffi- 
culties, in obtaining relief, lay in the quarter he 
had mentioned. Hecould see no reason for such 
unyielding adhesion to personal opinion against 
urgent solicitation from all. Whatever was said 
of distress, was assigned to panic-makers; parti- 
sans at bottom. And then the bank was the mon- 
ster that did it all. ‘ 

Mr. W. thought that those who wished to know 


result for their relief. Here was a convention of 
two hundred and fifty members of various political 
classes. A zealous and active party, ealled the 
anti-masonic party, of strong an 
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the distress which had occasioned the speech of 


|| the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
sition in relation to the great subjects now agitating | 


unyielding pur- | 


which had produced this memorial, would continue 
till the remedy which the gentleman had suggested 
as the only and proper one, should be applied— 
ull the men who now administered the Govern- 
ment of the United States were changed. The 


_ honorable gentleman referred to this memorial as 


| voice of the people of Pennsy 


being sufficient to satisfy engvess ae we re 
vania. How did it 


| differ from the memorial presented yesterday from 
| the convention of the people of the State of New 


| Jersey? 


Did the honorable gentleman admit that 


| that memorial expressed the sentiments of the peo- 


ple of that State? It was presented here as coming 


| from the people of the State of New Jersey in con- 


vention, as coming from a political party. And 


| how was i€ with regard to the memorial now be- 
the truth had better look to this meeting and its || 


oes and then those who assumed the name of | 


hig, a name which he hoped they would not 
relinquish, were of the number. And one third of 
the whole of these persons were among the original 
friends of the present Chief Magistrate. Who, 
then, could see these men assembled at this busy 


season of the year and say that it was the result of | 


bank partisanship and panic-making? Inthe chair 
of the convention he perceived the name of Joseph 
Lawrence, of Washington county—a man of the 
simplest habits—a farmer; a man who tilled his 
own soil with his own hands; a man whom all the 
banks in the world could not buy. And the next 
was General Frick; a gentleman, he believed, of 
great experience, who had been several years in 
the State Legislature. He believed the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania, who had expressed 
himself with great fairness and candor on present- 
ing this memorial, knew Mr. Frick. He belonged 
to the class of thousands who had every induce- 
ment to be silent; but who, with other persons, felt 
it their duty to partake of the deliberations of this 
assembly. The society of Friends, too, had step- 
ped forward, who, Mr. W. was sorry to say, had 
heretofore, he thought, taken too little part in polit- 
ical affairs—they understood their interest and 
rights, and were determined to exercise them. 


This memorial said, that the markets for the | 


produce of the country were crippled, and they 


gave the instance of Pittsburg, acity of some thirty | 


thousand inhabitants, that possessed, but a short 
time ago, a well-employed population. Their 
looms and forges were now stopped, and labor was 
seeking employment there. 


would not satisfy the Senate and the Executive, | 


what should be proved? But he (Mr. W.) enter- 
tained but faint hopes of reliefuntil the great move- 
ments of public opinion should bring it about. A 
change of agents was the only effectual mode of 
effecting a change in the system. He supposed 


that no persuasion would change the determination | 


of those who administered the Government, anda 
change of councils was the only hopeful remedy 
for the people; and he believed the people of Penn- 
‘sylvania were awake to the great question. He 
invoked and implored her to atten 





If these statements | 


{ 


| 


to it, to con- | 


| the voice of the people of Pennsylvania. 


foreus? They tell you that they were obeying 
[Here 
Mr. F. read a passage from the published proceed- 
ings.) Here the impression was made on Con- 
grees, and the people of the United States, that the 
whole people of the State of Pennsylvania had uni- 
ted together, and appointed delegates to assemble 
together and senaler the grievances under which 
they labored. Now, Mr. F.would notsay that this 


| was intended, because it was false; and he would 


they 


template the future; and if she saw the danger and || 


felt the evil, to bring to the crisis her power and || 


her intelligence. She was a great manufacturin 


State, first and foremost in domestic industry and | 


American labor. If she surrendered these interests || 


who were to uphold them? He would ask her 
farmers and whole population to consider the polit- 
ical doctrines of the present day; to look and see if 
they breathed the spirit of American liberty. We 
were now approaching the end of the session, and 
yet we had donenothing—theGovernment had pro- 
posed nothing for relief. What was there which 
they intended to try? Should we do nothing? All 
depended upon the decision of one man! Mr. W. 
said he did not know where to begin or to end 
when speaking of the broken laws of the country. 
He would fain bring gentlemen to practical meas- 
ures which he and they knew would relieve the 
country in an hour. But the danger of going 
home without doing anything, he deeply de- 
plored. 


'| the distress under which they were suffering, and 
|| to give us their views of the Constitution and laws 
|| of the country. They would be refused. But we 
' should say to them, our doors are open to your 


|| del 


|| receive it in writing, and answer it fully and re- 
|| spectfully. And this was the whole foundation of 
| the remarks of these honorable gentlemen of the 


| 


|| orable persons were to apply to us to be heard 


| States. 


not attribute to those gentlemen a desire to make 
a false impression. But how wasthe fact? The 
statement of the memorial supposed all the people 
of the State to be suffering alike. ‘They called 
themselves a ‘* convention of delegates from the 
citizens of Pennsylvania opposed to Executive 
usurpation.’’ It was a party convention, assem- 
bled for the purpose of carrying out the sentiment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts—to effect a 
change in the public agents. And what was it 
worth? As the voice of Pennsylvania, it was 
worth nothing—absolutely nothing. It was worth 
nothing except so far as the facts stated were true, 
and the deductions from them were logical. 

Mr. F. begged leave to call attention to some of 
the sentiments in this memorial. ‘Nay, the 
‘very delegates of the people of the United States 
‘instructed tov bear the President a statement of 
‘their grievances, have either been refused ad- 
‘ mission into the palace of their Cesar, or, when 
‘admitted, have been denied the opportunity of 
‘making known their views.’’? And, therefore, 
they had applied directly to the Legislature, as 
were denied access to-the President of the 
United States. When? where? how? Mr. F. 
said he had yet to learn that any citizens had united 
and sent a memorial to the President of the United 
He knew very well that some individuals 
came here and presented a memorial to Congress, 
and called on the President, not by the authority 
or on the requisition of those who sent them, but 
merely of their own will and pleasure. Well, 
they*had a conversation with the President, and 
went back and reported it to the people of Phila- 
delphia, the memorialists, and said they had com- 

lied with their duty, and, out of respect to the 

resident, they called on him to tell him what 
they knew of the distresses of the country. The 
were individuals who went of their own free will 
to make representations to the President. It was 
so with all the rest; and the reports they made of 
conversations held with him were not true; and 
great injustice had been done the President by their 
representations. When the committee called on 
the President, who were said to have been denied 
access to him, what did he say? Gentlemen, as 
tes, as representatives of others, I cannot 
receive you. Falsestatements have been made by 
others under similar circumstances, of my conver- 
sations with them. As gentlemen, as citizens, I 
will receive you with pleasure; and if you have 
anything to say from those you represent, I will 


convention at Harrisburg. Suppose these hon- 


at the bar of the Senate in person, to represent 











| she 


memorials in writing. And they would then go 
back to Harrisburg, and say the Senate and House 
of Representatives have refused to hear our rep. 
resentations of your distress, and have turned ys 
away from theirdoors. Was there any man here 
who would not be shocked at such a proceeding- 
who would not be startled at the audacity of those 
who would go back to those who sent them, 
making such representations of their reception? 
And yet here was the very case, only reversing the 
persons. They report that the President refuses 


_ to hear their memorials, because they were not in 


writing. 

The object of these individuals was very intel. 
ligible, and a part of it, undoubtedly, was to remove 
the distress, and effect a change of the public coun- 


| cils in the process. The State of Pennsylvania 
| was & most important power in the operation. She 


was generally very decided in her acts, and what 
id would tell. He trusted in God that the 
State of Pennsylvania would do its duty; he was 
sure the people of that State would do what the 

thought was right, and he trusted they would do 
what was best. Should he anticipate what that 
would be? He thought he could see the light 
ahead; and that the result would be favorable to 
the condition of public affairs as administered on 
the principles which had been heretofore approved 
by the people of Pennsylvania. It was very true 
that it was an importaut question—one of great 
magnitude. It was a battle between the Bank of 


| the United States, the House of Representatives, 
| the Senate, and the President of the United States, 
| and it was for the good people of Pennsylvania and 
| others to decide between us. 
| he thought he saw in Pennsylvania indication of 


But (Mr. F. said) 


the real state of public opinion. The opinion, as 
it regarded the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States, had changed. Indications of hostility, not 


| to be mistaken, against that institution were mani- 


fest in Pennsylvania, and he thought the recent 
action of the bank, braving public opinion, by 
resorting to hollow pretexts to avoid an investiga- 


| tion of its affairs was not calculated to make it 


_more popular there. 


He could not believe that 


_ the bank would be justified by the people of Penn- 
| sylvania, when it set up pretensions at variance 


| 





| with those which it had before supported here. 


We had seen the facility of changing ground by 
those who were supporting the bank, but he 


on the people were not so blind as not to see 


it. hat a strange spectacle was presented by 
the bank! A complete revolution iol taken place 
in the United States upon the subject of the in- 
stitution. A half dozen years ago it was thought 
the control of the Government was complete over 
it. That it possessed power sufficient to detect all 
abuses, to correct any criminality of conduct, and 
impurity of purpose, and of laying bare the policy 
of its conduct in all branches of its business, as a 
means of preventing any excesses of a political or 
pecuniary character. How was it now? What 
power was there which before was admitted to be 
retained, which was not now denied, and the jus- 
tice of the denial supported and defended by the 
bank? Mr. F. would turn attention to a singular 
matter, as illustrative of this position. Healluded 
to the recent attempt to investigate the condition 
of the bank. This was resisted on two grounds. 
First, that no committee had a right to inspect the 
conduct of the bank, but with a view to the issuing 
of a scire facias, and that it had a right to the pre- 
cise charge on which the scire facias was to be 
founded. Or, in other words, that they were tobe 
approached with a bill of indictment, containing 
a precise specific charge. And a long argument 


_ had been entered into by a part of the committee 


in defence of this position. It assumed that the 
bank had no right to refuse to submit to an inves- 
tigation, unless a distinct specification of abuses 
charged was made out. But a few days before 
these were the views held by a portion of that 
committee: 

‘* Whereas this committee is now organized, 
and the directors of the bank have made known 
that they are prepared to submit their books for 
inspection: ; 

‘*2. Resolved, That the committee take into con- 
sideration the several subjects referred to them, 
and that they proceed to inspect the books and 
examine the proceedings of the bank, as authorized 
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. | 
by the charter, touching the matters referred to | 
them, and in the order in which they are arranged | 
by the House of Representatives, viz: 

«¢ |, The cause of the commercial embarrass- | 


ment and distress complained of by numerous || 


citizens of the United States in sundry memorials | 


which have been presented to Congress at the pres- | 


ent session. | 
«©2. Whether the charter of the bank has been | 
violated. f , 
‘¢3. Whatcorruptions and abuses have existed | 


in ite management; whether it has used its corpo- || 


rate powers or money to centrol the press, inter- | 
fere in politics, or influence elections, and whether | 
it has had any agency, through its management 
or money, in producing the existing pressure.’’ 

«¢ To these resolutions the following were offered 
as an amendment by Mr. Ellsworth, and accepted 
by Mr. Everett: 

‘* Resolved, That the committee on behalf of the | 
directors of the bank be directed to submit to our 
inspection, at their banking house, the books and 
papers of the institution, as they shall be respect- 
ively called for. | 

‘* Resolved, That, in taking testimony, the com- | 
mittee will proceed according to trose general | 
rules of evidence which are adopted in courts of | 
judicial inquiry. 

‘The question being taken on Mr. Everett’s | 
substitute, with the amendment, those who voted | 
in the affirmative were, Mr. Everett, Mr. Ells- 
worth; in the negative, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Mason, 
Mr. Muhlenberg, Mr. Mann, Mr. Lytle.” 

This was a proposition held by two individuals | 
of the committee who afterwards agreed to the | 
unjust pretensions of the bank. And under what | 
circumstances was this change made? It was a. 
committee representing the power and authority 
of the House of Representatives, and treating the 
institution with respect. But the bank assumed | 
as the basis of its refusal, to question the honor | 
and the motives of every member of the commit- | 
tee. It assumed, as the basis of its refusal, that 
the committee came to the investigation as a polit- 
ica! party; not as a committee of investigation. 
Mr. P. asked the honorable gentleman from Mas- | 
sachusetts, if the people of Philadelphia, or the | 
pan of any other part of Pennsylvania, were so 

lind as not to see the cause of all these refusals 
and these pretexts. If they were so, they were 
much more so than they had proved themselves 
to be on ordinary occasions. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he did not perceive the | 
full applicability of the honorable member’s re- 
marks. It was enough for him (Mr. W.) to say, | 
that the bank investigation had nothing to do with | 





the Harrisburg Convention. The laws were open, || 


and why did not the honorable gentleman from | 
Georgia ad vise a scire facias, if the bank was guilty? | 
Mr. W. said the question would go on to trial, if | 
the House of Representatives chose; it was not his | 
business, but theirs. Whether thismemorial was 
like the one from New Jersey, which was presented 
here yesterday, depended on the facts and cir- 
cumstances of the twocases. Were the members 
of that convention, or any part of them, former 
opponents of the Administration? These thirty 
gentlemen would persuade the honorable member, | 
and all other gentlemen, of the truth of their rep- 
resentations. But when the facts were stated here, 
we heard nothing but the bank and the monster. | 
Mr. W. regarded the bank as nothing but an) 
instrument of Government, and yet the honorable | 
member from Georgia raised it to the rank of a 
department of the Government. Mr. W. would | 
not agree that the bank was a party to the great 
contest which agitated the country. There was | 
no party in it but the one themselves. They, | 
it was true, were divided on the subject; but he 
went on the ground that the people of the United | 
States would correct the existing evils, believing | 
them to be competent to self-government. The 
honorable gentleman, he knew, had very great 
ei sagacity—as much so as any person he 
new in the United States; and the gentleman said 
that all the changes in Pennsylvania were against 
the bank. It all came to this, that the bank was 
& creature of Government, responsible to the law, 
and if the distress was owing to a violation of its 
charter, why did not the Government bring it to 
trial? The gentleman argued as though it was 
above the Government. If a redress of public 





| for daring to touch its immaculate deposites? || 


|| rise or fall byit. And who were the master spirits 





423 
genres required that the bank should receivea || had, at an early period of the present session in- 
low, — withhold it? || troduced a resolution in the Senate, proposing an 
Mr. FORSYTH replied, that he had only to || examination into the conduct of the bank; but 
| repeat what he had said yesterday, that he was || where then was the zeal of honorable gentlemen 
notan adviser of the President of the United States. for an investigation? They had had ample oppor- 
He would do his duty according to his opinions of | tunity for its manifestation on that occasion; but 
what was right and proper. As to himself, Mr. | the Journals of the Senate would show that the 
F. said he was not favorable to the issuing of a | resolution to which he alluded did not meet even 
| scire facias, because it would but aggravate the the usual treatment required by parliamentary 
| publicdistress. The bank would expireintwenty || courtesy. A motion for indefinite postponement 
' months, and all knew its power to protract adecis- was made against it, by a Senator in opposition, 
ion of the question until that period. Thehonor- || he believed, on the day after its introduction, which 
ablegentleman from Massachusetts gave him great | was carried, chiefly by the votes of those in oppo- 
| credit for foresight and political sagacity, and he || sition to the Administration. 
| was sorry he could not return the compliment to || Honorable Senators in opposition had, with an 
, the honorable gentleman. He wasagentleman of || air of triumph, asked why a scire facias had not 
| very extended views, but heretofore he had been || been resorted to against the bank; and had defied 
| exceedingly unsuccessful in his predictions, at || the friends of the Administration to resort to a 
| least since he (Mr. F.) had known him. Let us| judicial inquiry into its acts. Mr. B. said he 
appeal to time, then, and rest confidently on the || thought it would be difficult to suggest any course 
| sagacity of those we appeal to. The honorable || which would receive the sanction of those who de- 
| gentleman had said that the bank was complained || fended the bank. To elude inquiry, and to defeat 
| of as a monster, that it was the constant theme of | investigation, seemed to bea primary object. The 
| remark. Well, the memorial from the Pennsyl- | course of the bank most clearly indicated that no 





vania convention concluded by praying relief bya | mode of investigation was acceptable to that insti- 
restoration of the deposites to—the bank. They | tution. It had been objected by it, thatthe Exec- 
| asked a recharterof—the bank. Andthey prayed || utive had no right through the Government direct- 
| Congress to adopt measures to curb the Executive || ors to obtain information of itssituation. The cry 
in his hostility to—what?—the bank. The bank, || of Executive tyranny had been raised on that occa- 
| the bank, was the beginning and the end of the || sion, and the Executive charged with having inva- 
|theme. But for the popularity and influence of | ded the sanctity of private accounts. The House 


| the bank in Philadelphia, we never should have || of Representatives had passed resolutions author- 
izing a committee of that body to investigate the 


| heard of this convention. The bank was not a | 
| party to it; but did not everybody know that it || condition and affairs of that institution. This mode 
| was a powerful partyin thecountry! Did we not | of inquiry, the right to which is explicitly given in 
_ know that everybody in the country who were | the charter, and which has, on two other occa- 
enlisted on that side were assailing the Executive || sions, been acquiesced in by the bank, without the 
slightest objection, so far as he was informed, had 
| encountered obstacles from the President and di- 
| rectors in the recentattemptto investigate its affairs, 
| which went effectually te destroy the power of 
Congress to examine into its acts, and was tanta- 
mount to a declaration of entire independence of 
that branch of the Government. Thus, it was mdst 


| Honorable gentlemen might struggle to avoid it as 
a party, but they must adhere to it as a party, and 


who had managed this greatconcern? The man- | 
agers of the bank, among whom was the distin- || 
| guished gentleman whose name stands at the head || 
| of this committee, and who had always pursued || apparent that no mode by which the bank is to be 
the most incessant, he might say vindictive, hostil- || brought to justice, will prove acceptable to ite 
ity towards the Executive of the United States— || friends; and when it had been said that a scire facias 
| an individual who was a candidate for the second || was the proper remedy, he was forcibly reminded 
office in the gift of the people, and in whose favor | of the story of a criminal offender, who, when suf- 
| the bank had poured outits treasures in full stream, || fering the penalty of the law from the hands of the 
and poured them out in vain. | officer of justice, thought one blow too high and 
Mr. CLAY said the gentleman from Georgia, || another too low. The report of the Government 
who was a firm supporter of the Executive, ad- || directors was thought to be an outrage by the 
mitted that it was a question of change of agents. || friends of the bank. An examination into its 
And it was that question. It ought to bea strug- || affairs by the committee was suddenly discovered 
gle for a change which should make principles || to be another great outrage; and now, ascire facia: 
predominant, and should cause the interests of the || is said to be the only true and proper remedy. If, 
| people to be looked to and the mandates of the || sir, (said Mr. B.,) this course had been resorted ta 
Constitution observed. He wasglad the question || by the President, or by Congress, the same clamor 
of a successor was put by, and it was left for the |! about hostility against the bank, and an arbitrary 
peopletosay whoshouldadministerthegovernment || invasion of its rights, would, no doubt, have been 
of the country. As to this convention, there was || heard, which has almost deafened the ear of the 
no body of men in the country combining more of || public for the last six months. Mr. B. considered 
integrity and patriotism. The gentleman from || this as a mere subterfuge, which was intended to 
Georgia referred to the Globe, (a paper of Which || shelter the bank from the indignation of an insulted 
he had not always spoken in the kindest terms,) | people. 
for contradictions of the reports of conversations | Mr. B. said the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
held by committees with the President. Mr. C. || tucky (Mr. Cray] had alleged, in justification of 
said, if reports were to be believed, the President | the political alliance which was formed of such 
could not have recollected what was said to him, | heterogeneous materials, against the Administra- 
and it was unjust to say that, because the people || tion, the example of the Allied Powers of Europe, 
of Baltimore misrepresented him, he would not || who had united their arms to effect the overthrow 
receive others from Philadelphia or New York. || of Napoleon. It was true (said Mr. B.) that the 
The convention was right, therefore, in saying that || wd system of Great Britain had no doubt a pow- 
he had denied access to him, and imposed condi- || erful agency in conducting the allies to Paris; but 
tions on them which he had no right to prescribe. || he trusted that the unconquerable spirit of the free- 
He had denied admission to his fellow-citizens, || men of this country would prevent the Bank of the 
folding himself up in the East room, in all the |! United States from carrying the great political 
| ostentation of eastern magnificence, saying, pre- || allies, now struggling for ascendency, in triumph 
sent your complaints in writing, and I will answer || to the American Capitol. The vigorous spirit of 
ou. The Lord Mayor of London would not |! republican freemen was not so easy of conquest as 
ave done so to the citizens of that city; the King || the subjects of old and decayed monarchs. The 
of England would not have dared to prescribe || power of the Holy Alliance in Europe had been 
such terms to his subjects. constantly exerted to smother and crush the spirit 
Mr. BROWN said it was not without some | of freemen. It was a name of evil omen, and should 
surprise he had heard gentlemen, who seemed to || warn the people of the United States against alli- 
approve the course of the bank, assert their wil- || ances, either holy or unholy. 
lingness for an investigation into its conduct. How The honorable gentieman had censured, in most 
little did this declaration, made at this late period, || unmeasured terms, the President of the United 
comport with their acts in the early part of the || States, for having declined any further interviews 
present session. {it would be remembered that the || with committees. 
honorable Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] '! He believed that no Chief Magistrate in this 
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country had been more accessible to his fellow- deem it as humiliating to the nation to yield to 


citizens, or had, in his personal intercourse, shown 
more courtesy and respect, than the present Presi- | 
dent of the United States. The resolation which 
he had formed to receive communications from 
committees only in writing, no doubt grew out of 
the great injustice with which he had been treated | 
in the reports of some of those committees. Mr. | 
B. sincerely believed, that the conversations of the 
President had been greatly mierepresented in some 
of the inetances to which he had alluded. In more | 
tranquil times than the present, party prejudices 
were but too apt to influence the opinions and ac- 
tions of men; and at this period of unprecedented 
arty excitement, that individual would stand but 
fitle chance of having justice done him, whose 
opinions were promulgated to the world by politi- 
cal opponents, colored by all their party preju- | 
dices, and ijiable to all the distortions which en- 
mity and bitterness so well understood the use| 
of. 
The memorial (said Mr. B.) described the dis- 
tress in the State of Pennsylvania, as pervading | 
every branch of industry, which was attributed to | 
the removal of the public moneys from the Bank 
of the United States. He did not doubt that some | 
of those who composed the committee charged by | 
the convention with bringing hither the memorial, 
were distressed. That portion of them who were 
stockholders, as he was informed some of them | 
were, felt, no doubt, a great repugnance to the dis- | 
continuance of an institution which had yielded 
them large profits, and by the recharter of which, | 
their stock would have risen greatly in value. 
Avarice submits, most reluctantly, to the discon- 
tinuance of its accustomed profits, and to the ex- 
tinction of its hopes for the enhanced value of its | 
stocks. Ambition, on the other hand, surrenders 








| their custody, as he should consider it unworthy | 


' 


| lieved the bank to be guilty ? 


} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


their demands, and replace the public moneys in | 
the national spirit to yield to an invading enemy 
who demanded the submission of the country. 


from Kentucky said he had come to the support | 
of the Executive. He was not a defender of the | 
Executive, or of all his measures. True, he had | 
had occasion to defend the President of the Uni- 

ted States from what he considered unjust assaults | 
upon him; and he knew very well that his motives 
would be assailed by those who were incapable of | 


doing justice to him or to any other person in his | 
He intended to say nothing of the | 


situation. 
characters of these gentlemen of the convention. 
He knew some of them personally, and he knew 
them to be respectable; but he had no respect for | 
their opinions. 
Honorable gentlemen said they were willing and 
desirous to have an investigation of the bank. But | 
there would be some 
settled before that could take place. 
the majority of the committee be of those who be- 
He did not offer the | 
proposition for the scire facias. He said he would | 
not take the responsibility of offering it, but that if 
gentlemen persisted that the bank was calumni- | 
ated, he offered them a substitute for the resolu- 
tion. This they refused. But honorable gentle- 
men admitted that the object of their pursuit was 


| 
| 


| power—to get hold of the offices of Government— 


|, Government. 


to correct the President of the United States. We 


|| were contending for the administration of the || 
What was the principle of gentle- 


| men in desiring a seat in Congress, often at im- 


with keen pain, and only when compelled, the || 


great political lever which this powerful corpora- 
tion furnishes. Mr. B. was not sufficiently in- | 
formed of the present condition of the people of | 
Pennsylvania to give an opinion as to the extent 
of the distress which the memorial represented as | 
existing in that wealthy and respectable Common- | 
wealth; but he thought it by no means a necessary | 
consequence, that all its great interests were dis- 

tressed, because those who happened to be interest- | 
ed in the Bank of the United States might so im- 
agine it, or so represent it. He, on the contrary, 
heartily subscribed to the sentiment expressed by | 
Mr. Rush, a distinguished citizen of that State, at 

a public meeting held not long since in Philadel- | 
phia, that itis a libel on the free people and repub- 
lican institutions of this country, to say that they | 
are indebted for their prosperity to the Bank of | 
the United States, but that the causes of their hap- 

piness and prosperity are to be found in our ex- 


cellent system of Government, in the enterprise || 
and industry of its citizens, and in the abundant || 


and varied resources of our country. 

Mr. B. said that the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts had most earnestly invoked the | 
citizens of Pennsylvania to look to their interests, | 
and to unite in producing a change in the meas- | 
ures of the Administration. Mr. B. said that the 
invocation of the honorable gent!eman was not, he 
presumed, et all necessary to induce the people of 
that State to take proper care of their own inter- 
ests. They had always shown their entire com- 
petency to do so, the most signal proofs of which 
were to be found in looking at her present condi- 
tion. 

Mr. B. said that the conduct of the bank had, 
for the last two or three years, been marked by a 
series of measures and bold pretensions, so hostile 
to a republican form of government, that to sub- 
mit to its demands, and to restore the public mo- 
neys to its keeping, would be to acknowledge its 
superiority, and become a lasting subject of na- 
tional reproach. It had boldly thrown itself into 
the party contests of the day, and thereby contrib- 
uted to pollute the purity of our free system of 
government. It ills as he most sincerely be- 
lieved, done much to inflict distress upon the coun- 
try, to compel its citizens to come into its meas- 
ures. It had disregarded an express provision in 
its charter, and closed its doors against the investi- | 


gation ordered by the representatives of the peo- || 


ple. After having thus boldly contemned the | 
authority of the representatives of the people, and 
through them, the people themselves, he should 


|| ambition ? 


|, happiness of the people, for our own glory, and | 


mense sacrifices, both personal and pecuniary, but | 
A desire for higher places in serving | 
the people, and to prove to the people that they | 
deserved higher places. These were high and | 
honorable purposes. A desire to possess power | 
to administer the Government for the benefit and 


for the glory of the nation, and that our names 


may descend to posterity in connection with its || 


greatness and renown. We had been told, over | 


and over again, that this was nota question of | Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Linn, McKean, 
‘| Morris, Prentiss, Robinson, Shepley, Smith, 
|| Swift, Tipton, Wilkins, Wright—22. 


bank or no bank, and the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky said that it was a question of law 
and the Constitution; but, notwithstanding, he con- | 


cluded with the necessity and importance of—the || 


bank. After eulogizing the committee, he con- 
cluded with the old threadbare subject of—the 


| bank—the bank—the bank. We had heard ap- 
peals to General Washington as authority for— | 


the bank. ‘The authority of the elder Adams, of 
Madison, and of Monroe, to sustain—the bank. 
And the experience of forty-five years of pros- 
perity to prove that the country cannot do without 
—the bank. 

But one word as to these committees of memo- 
rialists, visiting the President. He (Mr. F.) 
denied that memorials had ever been sent to the 
President. 
with memorials to present to Congress, and of 
their own mere will went to see the President out 
of—respect tohim. He denied that they had ever 
been refused by the President, or that he had ever 


_ declined a personal interview with such persons. 
| He had refused to hear them in their official char- 

acter, and told them to give him in writing what 
, they had to say, and he would hear it and answer 
| it. The honorable gentleman from Kentucky said 


that a king of England would never refuse an in- 
terview with his subjects in the manner the Pres- 
id nt had done. That he sat in the East room, 
folding himself up in all the pomp of eastern mag- 
nificence, and refused to see his humble subjects 
but upon prescribed terms. Well, all this was 
very pretty—very pretty indeed, and very poetic. 
But how was the fact? This ostentatious despot 
asked his fellow-citizens to come and see him as a ; 
farmer, laying aside official forms and ceremonies. 


_ He says, represent to me what you please, and I 
This, to | 


will give you a frank, candid answer. 
be sure, was very much like the ostentation of a 
prince! 

In regard to the gentleman’s allusion to the 
Globe, Mr. F. said he did not recollect ever saying 
anything of that paper which could justify the 
honorable gentleman’s remark. He had said that 
he did not altogether like the manner in which it | 


[ae 


reliminary matters to be | 
First, would | 


Committees were sent to Washington || 


was conducted; but it was a sheet of white paper 
in com 


. rison with the papers on the opposite 
side. 


he honorable member made some further 


|| remarks which he (Mr. F. ) had forgotten, and if 


|| he did not answer them, he hoped the honorable 
Mr. FORSYTH replied that the gentleman || 


gentleman would forgive him. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the resolution 
submitted by him proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, as it respects 
| the election of President and Vice President of the 

United States, was referred to the select commit- 


|| tee to whom was committed a similar resolution 


| offered by Mr. Bins. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
| The joint resolution from the House of Rep- 


|| resentatives, fixing upon the day of adjournment, 
|| was taken u 


Mr. PORTER moved to lay the resolution on 


| the table. 


Mr. BROWN asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Mersrs. Benton, Bibb, Chambers, 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, 
| Naudain, Porter, Robbins, Silsbee, Tyler, Wag- 
| aman, Webster, White—17. 





‘| NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 


Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- 
_bama, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Linn, 
| McKean, Mangum, Moore, Morris, Poindexter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, Shepley, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift—25. 

After some conversation between Messrs. 
BROWN, CLAY, GRUNDY, and BIBB, 

Mr. CLAY moved that the further considera- 
tion of the resolution be postponed until Monday 


next. 
Mr. BROWN asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and are as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Chambers, 
Clay, Ewing, Grundy, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, 


‘| Knight, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 


Porter, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Southard, 
Sprague, Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Web- 
ster, White—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Be!l, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Hill, King of 


Mr. CLAY then moved that the Senate take up 
| his resolutions; which was agreed to. 

The resolutions being separated, and the ques- 
tion being on the passage of the first, 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
| Clay,Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 
Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, 





Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster, 
| — 29, 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 


_Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Linn, 
McKean, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tipton, 
| White, Wilkins, Wright—16 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
second resolution, which provides for the deposite 
of the public moneys in the Bank of the United 
| States after the Ist July next— 

Mr. FORSYTH, after intimating a wish to ad- 

_ dress the Senate on the subject, moved to postpone 

the question till to-morrow; which was agreed to. 
é BILLS. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of John Chandler and Wil- 
liam Johnson; 

A bill for the relief of the town of Fayetteville, 
in the Territory of Arkansas; 

A bill for the better organization of the United 
| States Marine Corps, and to abolish brevet rank 
/in the Army. 

[Upon this bill the yeas and nays were demanded 
_ by Mr. FORSYTH; which were ordered, and are 


| as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Chambers, 
| Clay,Clayton, a Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 
| Kane, Kent, Linn, Mangum, Poindexter, Prentiss 

Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Southard, Sprague, 


Smith, Swift, Webster, Wilkins, Wright—25. 
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~ NAYS—Messrs. Brown, wig es Grundy, | 
Hill, King of Georgia, McKean, Moore, Morris, | 
Robinson, Shepley, Tipton, White—12.} | 
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Mr. MANN inquired how many speeches were | by the name of Daween; whie 


adjourned over from the previous petition day. 
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h votes had been 


|| rejected by the committee, on th d thatth 
The CHAIR stated that six petitions had been | ; > ne ingelvenidapan 


| were given by persons who had no legal residence 


A bill granting to General P. Thomas, of Lou- || postponed from the Monday of the preceding || in that county on the first Monday of August last, 


isiana, a tract of land, in consideration of the mil- 
itary services rendered a in taking posses- | 
sion of that portion of West Florida included in || 
the district of Baton Rouge. 

{Mr. FORSYTH moved a reconsideration of || 
the vote passing this last bill, and demanded the | 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and are as | 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Forsyth, Hill, Kent, | 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, McKean, | 
Shepley, Swift, Tomlinson, White, Wilkins—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Cham- | 
bers, Clay, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, | 
Kane, Linn, Moore, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- | 
tiss, Preston, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, South- ! 
ard, Tipton, Webster—21. 

So the Senate refused to reconsider the vote. ] | 


REPORTS. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 
Francis Preston and wife; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KANE, on leave, introduced a bill to ad- | 
mit, free of duty, books and apparatus intended 
tor colleges and other literary institutions; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. WEBSTER ‘moved that the Senate take | 
up for consideration the Indian appropriation bill; | 
which was agreed to. 

After the usual number of readings, the bill was | 
passed and returned to the House; and the Sen- | 


week. 


|| the time when the election took place. 


And, sir, 


The question was then taken on suspending the || disguise itas you may, the real and the only ques- 


rule, and was negatived without a division. 

The CHAIR then stated the question before 
the House to be the fifth branch of the following 
amendment, proposed by Mr. Banks, to the reso- 
lution reported by the Committee of Elections: 

‘* That all the legal votes which were received 


‘in Lancaster, Garrard county, whilst Moses | 


‘Grant, Esq., acted as one of the judges, on the 


‘ first re of the election, in August last, and || 
i 


‘those of a like character, given on the second 


‘ day of the election, in the casual absence of the | 


‘ sheriff, ought to be estimated in ascertaining the 
‘ result of the election.”’ 

Mr. BANKS accepted as a modification the mo- 
tion of Mr. JONES, toamend theamendment, by 
substituting the word ‘qualified ’’ for ‘* legal,”’ 


‘| and striking out the word ** casual.’’ 


Mr. BANKS also modified his amendment by 


| adding to it the following: 


‘*That the votes of David McKee, Alfred W. 
* Buford, Elijah Mount, Clayton Fitzpatrick, Wil- 
‘liam R. Preston, R. L. Berry, B. Lefiler, R. 


‘| § McKeown, G. M. Ormond, and Lewis L. Ma- 
| ‘son, given in Mercer county, be counted; the 


‘first nine for R. P. Letcher, and the last one for 


|*T. P. Moore. 


‘*That the votes of John McHan, Reuben 


|| * Young, Vincent Inge, Jacob Coffman, William 
,* Jenkins, and the Rev. D. Robertson, be taken 


‘from the number of votes allowed by the majority 


ate then, on motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, |. ‘of the committee to Moore, in Mercer county, 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, June 3, 1834. 


Mr. C. P. WHITE, from the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs, reported bills for the relief of John 
H. Aulick and 


‘and added to those counted for Letcher. 

** That the votes of Eli Williams and Wade 
| * Dawson, of Anderson county, and that those of 
‘ William Conner, Charles Welsh, Thomas Har- 
| ‘ris, Montgomery Vanlandingham, Joseph Mur- 


‘rain, Levi Nunnery, Richard Curd, Anderson | 
'|*Hulet, Hickman Evans, Henry Wood, and || 
ilas Duncan; which were read || ‘ Richard White, of Jessamine county, be counted 


twice and committed. \| *for R. P. Letcher.’’ 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee || 


of Claims, reported bills for the relief of Henry || ment by striking out the names of Harris, Nun- 


Knowles, sen., and of John Pollock; which were | | 


read twice and committed. 


| nery, and Curd. 
Mr. B. then advocated this branch of the amend- 


Mr. STODDERT, from the Committee on the | ment at length. 


District of Columbia, reported a bill prohibiting || 


Mr. 8S. JONES replied to the statements and 


the Corporations of Washington, Georgetown, | arguments of Mr. Banks. 


and Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, from | 
issuing promissory notes of a less denomination 
than ten dollars after the period therein mentioned; 
which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, was postponed to 
Friday next, being the day set apart for business 
of the District. 

Mr. SMITH offered the following resolution, | 
by consent: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed | 
to communicate to this House a copy of the re- 

ort of the survey recently made of the harbor of 

ortland, Maine, by Colonel Anderson, with a 
copy of the mapand profile of the said harbor and | 
breakwater, proposed to be constructed therein. 
Also, copies of each ee survey which has | 
been made of said harbor, and now on file in the | 
Department. 

ee by the rules, lays one day upon the 
table. 





KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The CHAIR announced the business in order 
to be the unfinished business of Saturday, being 
the Kentucky election. 

Mr. ADAMS said, the business of yesterday 
had occupied the only day in the week set apart 
by the rules for the reception of petitions and me- 
morials. As the session drew towards its close, 
it was important that the wishes of the people 


should be laid before the House with the utmost || 


facility. He therefore hoped the House would 
consent to receive memorials this day, and made 
that motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, the important business 
now pending rendered it incumbent on him to | 
object to the motion. 

r. DENNY moved the oa of the rules, | 
to enable the motion to be | 





| Mr. HANNEGA 
|| then argued the principles of the amendment before 


‘| House. 


The debate was continued by Mesers. MAR- | 


SHALL, POPE, and HARDIN; when 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to amend the bal- 
| ance of the amendment, by striking out the whole 
| which had not been adopted by the House, and 
| inserting instead a clause providing that the names 


|| of Benjamin Higbee and Carey A. Wiley be 


| stricken from the poll of Mr. Letcher. 


| Mr. HARDIN objected that the amendment to | 


| the amendment was not in order. 
| The CHAIR sustained the proposition in point 


|| of order, but suggested that it would present the 
|| question in a more direct and intelligible manner | 


| to offer it at a subsequent stage. : 
assented to this course, and 


the House at length. 


| He was followed by Messrs. VANDERPOEL, | 


CLAYTON, PEYTON, PARKER, BURGES, 
| MANN, BEATTY,CHILTON ALLAN,GAM- 


|| BLE, and HARPER, of Pennsylvania. 
|| Mr. HUBBARD remarked that it had been his 
intention to have submitted at length his views | 


upon the main resolution; but for the last six 
weeks such had been his situation that it had not 
been in his power to have participated in the de- 





of the subject. 


| resolution reported 


the committee, by adding 
| to the list in favor of 


r. Letcher the votes which 


| appear to have been given for him in Anderson 


| county by two persons who were entered upon the 
| poll book, one by the name of Williams, the other 


Mr. BANKS modified this part of the amend- | 


MOORE, HAMER, CHILTON, WILLIAMS,, 


bate; and he would assure the House that he had | 
not risen at this hour of the day, and at this stage | 
| of the proceeding, to go into any general discussion | 
He merely wished, in as brief a | 
| manner as practicable, to present a few considera- | 
|| tions upon the immediate question before the | 
It is now aw to amend the main | 


| tion is, touching this point, does the evidence ad- 
duced satisfy our minds that no persons bearing 
| those names could have had, at the time of the 
| election, a legal residence in the county where they 
voted? Were thereany such persons then residing 
| within the limits of that county? If not, most 
clearly the committee did right in rejecting the 
| votes which were given by them. 
There is no member of this House who will not 
readily agree to this proposition. It is too plain 
to require argument; and if such a fraud has been 


|| practised upon the right of suffrage, it became the 
|| bounden duty of the Committee of Elections to 


| detect it, and to prevent its injurious operation in 
the case before the House. They haveattempted 
|| to do this, and they have done it in a way and 


|| manner that leaves not a particle of doubt upon 


| his mind that their finding, in this particuiar, ought 
| tobe confirmed by the House. He had examined, 
| with some attention, the reports of the majority 
|| and of the minority of the committee, and he had 
|| endeavored, from the arguments of the parties liti- 
gant, and from all the lights which had been shed 
' upon the case, to form for himself an opinion. He 
| had so done; and he felt no embarrassment what- 
| ever upon the immediate question now under con- 
| sideration. What is theevidence? Itis admitted 


|| that the names of Williams and of Dawson are to 
‘| be found on the poll book, and that these votes 


| stand entered as having beengiven for Mr. Letch- 
| er; but isthisfactconclusive? Is it not competent 
| to contradict it by parole evidence? Is a poll book 
| arecord of sucha Sencinine that you cannot con- 
|| trovert it—that you cannot impeach it—that you 
‘| cannot destroy its force by other testimony? Sir, 
| those who contend for such a doctrine, would find 
it difficult to sustain themselves. The law is not 
| so. He would most freely admit that the record 
| (as it is called )—the poll book—the mere entry of 
i! the names of the voters, is evidence, and evidence 
which, if uncontradicted, must satisfy the mind of 
| every person, that such proceedings did take place, 
in the way, and in the manner, and by the persons, 
| as the record purports to show; but it is not abso- 
lute—it is not conclusive evidence of the facts. It 
| was evidence of a prima facie character; and not, 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania was under- 
| stood to say, beyond the power of being explained 
| and controverted. Itis evidence; but it is evidence 
| which may be impeached—which may be wholly 
| destroyed by other testimony; and sir, it has been 
| So treated—it has been so admitted, by most of the 
gentlemen who have taken part in this discussion. 
It should be so considerd. Well, then, what is 
the amount of evidence of personal identity result- 
ing from this poll book ? 

It is,nothing more and nothing less than that 
| two persons, calling themselves by such names, 
| appeared at the place of election, and claimed the 
right of voting. The right was granted—they did 
vote, and they did vote for Mr. Letcher. And 
_ here he would remark, that notwithstanding the 
| positive requirements of the statute of Kentuck y— 
| notwithstanding it was the duty of the judges, in 
case the individual applying for liberty to vote 
| should not be personally known, to administer to 
such applicant a particularoath, wherein the indi- 
| vidual declares his qualifications as a voter, and 
his right to vote—notwithstanding such is the 
language of the law, he had understood that in 
practice, the oath was seldom administered, except 
in cases where the right of the person offering to 
vote was challenged. 

In the two cases before us, the individuals, be- 
ond all doubt, voted as a mere matter of course. 
here is no evidence that these voters were chal- 

lenged, or that they were sworn on the occasion. 
And he asked with confidence whether they could 
have been personally known to the judges of the 
election. He had come to an entirely different 
conclusion from the evidence adduced. With such 
\| a record, made as it was, and preserved as it had 
| been, he could not doubt that two persons did 
actually appear, and did assume the names of 
Williams and Dawson, and did claim the right to 
vote, and did enjoy that right. But the inquiry 
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now is, were there in truth any such persons who || looked to those quarters for satisfactory evidence 


were then legal residents in the county of Ander- | 
son, or were the judges imposed upon?—or, in | 
other words, was there a fraud committed? If so, 

and that can be made to appear, it vitiates the | 
whole proceeding—it destroys the whole effect of | 


the record; and he could not doubt that all this || 


was very competent and proper toshow. And | 
the question now is, whether the evidence which 
had been offered was sufficient to rebut the evi- 


dence resulting from the fact that these names | 


appear upon the record. The latter is presumptive 


evidence, but it may, nevertheless, be impeached | 


by testimony of a like character. Well, then, 
he would ask, what evidence has been adduced 


by Mr. Moore, tending to impeach the evidence | 


resulting from the record? For he could not, for 
a moment, believe that if Major Moore had 
brought forward the affidavit of every inhabitant 
in the county, and itshould appear that no knowl- 
edge was had of any such persons as Williams 
and Dawson, that the record would be set aside at 
once as wholly unworthy of confidence. 
The House, then, is bound to weigh all the evi- 
dence, and to see whether the weight of testimony 
is not now decidedly against the record. Mr. 
Moore had taken the deposition of the sheriff and 
of certain constables—men whose business led 
them through the county—men who would be 
likely to know the Jegal inhabitants of their county, 
and they had testified unqualifiedly that persons 
of those names were not known to them—that | 
they did not believe that any such_ persons 
resided within the limits of the county. Butit has | 
been asked, why has not the testimony of the 
judges of the election been taken ?—that they Lad 
the means of knowing better than the deponents. 
To this remark he could not yield his assent. He, 
for one, did not believe that these judges could | 


on this point. 


that gentleman. Mr. Moore had doneal! that was | 


incumbent on him to do, and it devolved on the 
other side to give us further light; and it was not 
an arduous or a difficult duty to perform, for it 
would seem, from the remarks of the gentleman 


from Kentucky, that if these men were honest | 
voters, were actual residents at the time, it can be || 


shown, it can be made to appear. He would then 
ask, why has not Mr. Letcher gone to the consta- 


bles, and to the militia officers, and put this matter | anterior to the first Monday in December next, 


at rest?) Why has he not done it?—it was clearly 
in his power, if the authority of the gentleman 
from Kentucky can be relied upon. 
is at hand—the evidence which would come from 
those quarters would go only to confirm the testi- 
mony already taken. It is fair to presume this; 
and if the judges of the election would be able to 
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| Public Lands, reported, without amendment, a 
e differed in this particular from | 


bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of Duncan L. Clinch; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on In- 


_ valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Eli 
| Mitchell. 


i} 


NEXT SESSION OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. POINDEXTER gave notice that he should 


ask leave to introduce a bill to-morrow, fixing the 


| 


| 
| 


give any different color to this transaction, their | 
testimony would have been produced—it was | 


within the reach of Mr. Letcher. And after all 
that Mr. Moore had shown in evidence, it was 


burden was changed. The duty had devolved on 
Mr. Letcher. Inasmuch, then, as no attempt has 


this point, to make this matter clear, is it not fair 
to presume that no evidence does exist, or can be 
obtained, which will go to change the evidence 
oifered by Mr. Moore, and now in the case? 


When the inquiry was made by the honorable || j.44 jn contemplation to make, and as his colleague 


gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. GamB_e,] whether 
time had been allowed to Mr. Letcher, he thought || 


know the resident citizens of their county as well || 


and as generally as sheriffs or as constables. They | 


were men who, from the nature of their office, | 


from their usual avocations, did not mix with the | 
members of the community to the extent that sher- | 
iffs and officers of that character necessarily must. | 
Judges were found in their studies, and confined | 
to the discharge of such official duties as must 

necessarily limit their personal acquaintance with, | 


| 
| 


and knowledge of, their fellow-citizens, while | 


sheriffs and constables, from the very nature of | 
their employments, extended their acquaintance 
into every village and neighborhood. He differed, | 
therefore, from the gentleman from North Caro- | 
lina, that Major Moore should have obtained the | 
testimony of the judges of the election rather than | 
the testimony of the sheriff and of the constables. | 
He was of the opinion that the evidence procured | 
was entitled to more consideration than the evi- | 
dence of the judges alone would have been. But | 
the testimony of the witnesses is not all the evi- | 
dence which has been offered going to show that 
there were no such a residing in the county | 
in August last as Williams and Dawson, The | 
books of the commissioners have been examined, | 
and of those whose duty it is in each spring to | 
make a perfect list of all the inhabitants in the | 
county with reference to such personal taxation, | 
and upon such books and upon such lists the 





| 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


the answer was not so full as it should have been. 


He presumed there was no disposition to mislead; | | 
but he would say, in further answer to the inquiry || 


| of the gentleman from Georgia, that thetestimony || 


by Mr. Moore was taken about the 20th of No- || sistency in giving that vote, Mr. K., in the course 


vember last—six weeks before the firstof January, 
beyond which point of time he believed no testi- 


The answer | 
| Claims, adverse to the petition of Thomas Merri- 


meeting of the next session of Congress on a da 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
The report of the Committee on Revolutionar 


wether, was, on motion of Mr. TYLER, laid upon 
the table. 
RESTORATION OF THE DEPOSITES. 
The secand resolution of Mr. Cray, requiring 
the public deposites to be made in the Bank of the 
United States and its branches atter the Ist of July 


| next, was taken 
not to be required that he should go further—the | : 


up. 
Mr. FORSYTH moved that when the question 


| upon the adoption of this resolution should be 


| 


mony was allowed to be taken, and that the tes- | 


timony was taken in the presence of Mr. Letcher’s |, 
agent, who cross-examined the witnesses, and || 


Mr. Letcher must have known that the residence 


of those two persons would be questioned, and || 


their right to vote denied. It was no secret: no 
individual member of the community who took up 


a newspaper after the election in Kentucky in| 


August last, and after it was understood that the 
election in this congressional district would not 
be again submitted to the people, could have 
doubted for a moment that the election would be 
contested, and strongly and perseveringly con- 


tested. Mr. Letcher, then, was not taken by sur- | 


prise. All was open, and all was fair. 
not fail to destroy the force of the record—unex- 
plained, it was conclusive. 
taken in the presence of Mr. Letcher’s agent—at 
a time fully sufficient to enable him to explain it, 
and do it away by other evidence, if such evidence 
could be found. 


Here was | 
evidence taken (if properly regarded) which could | 


And as there has been no at- | 


tempt whatever to impeach the testimony of Mr. | 
Moore’s witnesses, it did follow, to his mind, that | 
the report of the committee, on this point, ought | 


to be confirmed by the House. 
The debate was further continued by Messrs. 


names of Williams and Dawson cannot be found. || WAYNE, J.Q@. ADAMS, and BRIGGS. 
Here, then, is not only the positive declaration of || 


Mr. LANE took the floor, and intimated an in- 


but here are the books of the county commissioner, , as the hour was late, he moved an adjournment; | 
the lists of the tax-payers, all going to show that | which was agreed to, and 
no such persons as Williams and Dawson were | 


residing in thecounty on theday of clection. And || 


he would ask, is not all this sufficient to do away | 
the force of the evidence resulting from the mere | 
fact thatthe names of two such persons were found | 
on the poll-book? Hecontended it was, and that | 


the committee did entirely right in rejecting these |) 
The presumption arising from all thistes- || 


votes. 
timony is, that no such persons were there; that a | 


power of Mr. Letcher, according to the suggestions 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuitton,} 
to put this matter beyond alldoubt. That gentle- 
man has said that the lists of the constables of the 


j 


i 
} 


| 


The House adjourned. 
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abitants of Northampton county, Pennsylvania, 
prayinga restoration of the deposites to the Bank 


of the United States, and a recharter of that insti- | 


wrong has been done; and the burden of proof is | tution; which was referred to the Committee on | 
changed. It is now the duty, and certainly isin the | Fi 


nance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 


|| George Reed; which was referred to the Committee 


on Public Lands. 
Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Joseph 


county being tenor twelve in number, that the mili- || and George Phelps; which was referred. 


tia rolls would put this matter to rest—that they 


| 
would be conclusive on this subject, and he has i 


been pleased to add, that Major Moore should have 


REPO«TS. 


Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from in- | 


| 


been made by Mr. Letcher to satisfy the mind on taken, thet it chould be by yous ond says; which 


were ordered. 

Mr. FORSYTH, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose and said that he had intended to have ad- 
dressed the Senate upon this subject, but that he 
had thrown out yesterday many of the points he 


(Mr. Kine] had expressed a wish to make some 
remarks upon the subject, he would yield the floor 
to him. 

Mr. KING then spoke at length in explanation 
of the vote he intended to give against the passage 
of the resolution, and to avoid the charge of incon- 


/of his remarks, digressed for a short time to the 


politics of South Carolina, and, on concluding, 
was followed by 

Mr. PRESTON and Mr. FORSYTH. 

Mr. BENTON then spoke briefly against the 
passage of the resolution. 

Mr. McKEAN desired to say a word or two 
only, before the vote wastaken. After more than 
six months outcry about the pecuniary distress of 


_ the country, he said this was the first opportunity 
given to any Senator to vote upon a proposition 
_ savoring of relief. His opinions on the great ques- 


| undergone nochange. 


tion which was agitating the public mind, had 
He, nevertheless, intended 


'to vote for this resolution, not because he had 


much faith in the relief it would produce, but be- 
cause a vast majority of his constituents, who had 
spoken on the subject, complained bitterly of ex- 


a ektiientinemnaan 1 ee a distress, and prayed for the adop- 


tion of this very measure as a sure means of relief. 
He considered it a question of mere expediency, 


_and one which he had no doubt many of his con- 


stituents were qualified to judge of more correctly 


than himself. They asked for the measure, and 
he did not feel himself at liberty to oppose their 


| Poindexter, 


will. . 
The question being on the final passage of the 


resolution, it was decided in the affirmative by the 
| following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 


living witnesses who have the meansof knowledge, || tention to address the House on the subject, but, | Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, 


Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Naudain, 


orter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 


Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tom- 


linson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of 


| Georgia, Linn, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tip- 


ton, White, Wilkins, Wright—16. 

NORTHERN BOUNDARY LINE OF OHIO. 

The Senate then took up the bill fixing the 
northern boundary line of the State of Ohio. 

Mr. CLAYTON, chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, who reported the bill, spoke at 
length in explanation of its provisions. 

Mr. KANE followed in reply, but, expressing 
a wish to make some examination into the subject, 
moved an adjournment; but gave wey 

Mr. WRIGHT, who submitted 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 


to 
e following 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on || be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 





ener 


ite ea a 


— 


allowing the usual daily pay and mileage to the 
Honorable Elisha R. Potter, from the commence- 
ment of the present session up to the time of the 





decision of the contested election of a Senator from || 


Rhode Island. 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 4, 1834. 


tion of the continuation of the Diplomatic Corre- 


spondence; which was read twice, and the question | 


being on its engrossment— 


Mr. CLAYTON said, he understood that it was || 
proposed to give a copy of the work to such per- || 
sons, including members of Congress, as have | 


formerly received the work of which this is a con- 
tinuation. He was opposed to this, and demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 


r. E. EVERETT said, the work was already || 
published, and the only question was upon the | 


mode of distribution. 
The question being taken, it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 57. 
Mr. MERCER, from the 


communication from A. C. Flagg, Esq., respect- || 


ing the New York canals; which was agreed to. 
KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 
subject of the election contested between Robert 
P. Letcher and Thomas P. Moore—the question 
being on the fifth amendment (as divided) to the 
resolution reported from the Committee of Elec- 


tions, providing that the names of Eli Williams || 


and Wade Dawson be counted for Mr. Letcher. 


Mr. LANE, who was entiled to the floor, | 
stated that it had been intimated to him, by the | 
friends of the claimants, that they were very de- | 


sirous to have the main question taken to-day, 


portunity to make any remarks. 


Mr. PARKER moved an amendment to the | 
amendment, which was accepted asa modification | 


by Mr. Banks, who further modified the amend- 


ment so as to read as follow: ‘‘ That the names | 


‘of Eli Williams and Wade Dawson, of Anderson 


‘county, rejected by the committee upon the dep+ | 
‘ osition of the sheriff and others, that such per-— 


‘sons in the county were unknown to them, be 
* counted for Mr. Letcher.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Georgia, spoke at some length | 


in opposition to the amendment. 
r. J. Q@. ADAMS spoke briefly in reply. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND opposed the amendment. | 


He also remarked that the House had already 


spent nearly two days on these two names. What || 


was to become of the great interests of the coun- 


try, if we went on in this whittling and quibbling || from Mr. Letcher’s poll, and counted on that of | 


way? He thought, himself, that the amendment 
ought not to have been received, it being contra- 
dictory to the main proposition. In this way we 
might go on trying Moore and Letcher, and 
Letcher and Moore, till the end of the session. 
He hoped the House would come to the question 
at once, which of the’two claimants was entitled 
to the contested seat. Nothing, in his judgment, 
was to be gained by further delay. 

Mr. POPE moved to amend the amendment by 
adding the following words: 

‘There being no other evidence, but the fact 
‘that such names appear on the poll books, that 
‘such men ever did live in the county.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. JONES of 
Georgia, BARRINGER, HARDIN, and a word 
or two of explanation between Messrs. HUB- 
BARD and SUTHERLAND, respecting the 
reception of the amendment moved by Mr. Banus 
by the former while in the chair, the amendment 
offered by Mr. Pore was rejected. 


The question was then ak — and ey 
illiam al 


on counting the votes of E. s and 


Dawson for Mr. Letcher—a division of the ques- | 


tion having been called for, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 93, nays 115. 
he question then recurring upon the balance 


of the fifth amendment, Mr. McD. MOORE asked | 


to have the question first taken upon the names of 
Montgomery Van Landingham, Joveph Murrain, 
and Hickman Evans, separately. 





ommittee on Roads | 
and Canals, reported a resolution for printing a || 
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Mr. MERCER explained his views upon this 
branch of the amendment, referring to his experi- 

1] ence in Virginia. 

Mr. J. Y. MASON replied, stating at length the 

| practice at elections in that State, and the rules 


| adopted by the Legislature of Virginia, as to the || 


proof of qualifications of voters. 
| Mr. HARDIN explained the practice of Ken- 
| tucky; when 
'| was followed by 
|| Mr. LANE, who made a brief explanation of 
| his views. 


_name of Joseph Murrain, and was replied to by 
Mr. S. JONES, who also made some remarks 
|| in reply to Mr. Mercer. 


|| H. EVERETT, BEATTY, S. McD. MOORE, 
|| and HAMER; when the question was taken, and 
|| decided in the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 100. 


| residue of the names in the fifth branch of Mr. 
| Banxs’s amendment, being those of William Con- 


Wood. 


Mr. S. JONES, who also explained the pre- 
| sumption against these votes; no such persons 
|| being known in the county. 

After a few remarks from Mr. MARSHALL, 





| 
| 
| lowed by 


tive—yeas 89, nays 116. 


the amendment: 

Resolved, That the votes of A. Kavenaugh, Geo. 
| Elliott, jr., Moses Bryant, John Shipman, Shelton 
Harris, John Floyd, Jeremiah Anderson, Garrit 


Wooley, Cornelius Naves, James Moorman, 


be stricken from Mr. Letcher’s poll, it having been 
|| proved that they were minors at the time of the 
|| election. 

Resolved, That the votes of Wm. Quinn, John 
|| McCoy, and William Wright, who voted in Gar- 
rard and Lincoln counties; and of Greenbury Pey- 
|| ton, and William Welsh, who voted in Jessamine 
|| county, and Elijah Carlton, who voted in Mercer 
county, be stricken from Mr. Letcher’s poll—it 


| Kentucky at the time of the election. 





ps | book, it having been wrongfully stricken off 
|| by the judges of the election. 
Resolved, That the vote of John Brady be taken 





|| Mr. Moore, on the ground that he had, in the first 
instance, bona fide, and without mistake, voted for 
|| Mr. Moore. 


Mr. POPE went into a detailed explanation rel- 


were under twenty-one years at the time of the 
election, and that the others were open to the 
objections stated. 

Mr. BURGES said it was not possible for him 
to go through with all the points of the gentleman’s 
argument to-night, and he therefore moved that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 104, nays 89. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuourspay, June 5, 1834. 


Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial and doc- 
uments of Johan Whitehead and others, asking for 
indemnity in consequence of the Island of Key 
West, by orders of Commodore Porter and others, 
having been in part appropriated to public use, 





sumed by the forces of the United States; referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of citizens 





Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Library Com- || Mr.MERCER madea further explanation; and | 


mittee, reported a joint resolution for the distribu- | 


Mr. H. EVERETT inquired relative to the. 
Thedebate was continued by Messrs. HARDIN, | 


The question was then stated on counting the | 


|| ner, Richard White, Anderson Hulet, and Henry | 
Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS inquired what difference ex- | 


|| isted between these names and those just decided. | 
Mr. 8. McD. MOORE explained; and was fol- | 


the question was taken, and decided in the nega- 


Mr. POPE moved the following amendment to 


: || Vorris, John D. Stone, M. B. Moseley, William | 
and he would, therefore, willingly waive the op- | 


Robert Figg, John Cornett, and George Catlett, | 


having been proved that they were not citizens of | 


Resolved, That the vote of Rowland Shields | 
ought to be counted for Mr. Moore on the Lincoln | 


ative to these voters, upon the testimony in the | 
| case, showing that each of those in the first item | 


and part of the property of the petitioners con- 
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= 
of Scott os Kentucky, praying the restoration 
of the public deposites to the Bank of the United 
States, and the recharter of that institution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the remonstrance of 
sundry<€itizens of Pennsylvania against the re- 
_newal of the patent of John Ames, paper-maker; 
| which was laid on the table. 


NEW BILLS. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, agreeably to notice, having 
obtained leave, introduced a bill anticipating the 
next session of Congress. The bill provides that 
when Congress shall this session adjourn sine 
die, it shall meet on the day of November 

| next, instead of the first Monday in December, 

and that all unfinished business shall be taken up 
| as though no adjournment had taken place. The 
bill was read twice, and made the special order of 
' the day for Monday next. 

Mr. BLACK, agreeably to notice, having ob- 
tained leave, introduced a bill for the removal of 
the land office from Clinton to Jackson, in Missis- 
sippi. The bill was read twice, and referred to the 
|| Committee on Public Lands. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 

The resolution of Mr. Wricut, providing for 
the compensation of the Hon. Mr. Porren, of 
Rhode Island, was taken up and agreed to. 

The bill to grant to the State of Ohio certain 
lands for the support of schools in the Connecticut 
| Western Reserve, was considered in Committee 

of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill to amend an act for the payment of 
| horses and arms lost in the military service of the 
United States against the Indians, on the frontiers 
of Illinois and the Michigan Territory, passed the 
| 19th of February, 1833, was, on motion of Mr. 
| TIPTON, laid upon the table. 

Mr. TIPTON moved to suspend all the previous 
orders, and take up the bill granting compensation 
to the volunteers and militia who had lost horses, 
wagons, &c., in the late Indian war with Black 
Hawk; which was agreed to. 

After some conversation between Mr. TIPTON 
||} and Mr. POINDEXTER, 

Mr. ROBINSON, in reply to Mr. Poinpexrer, 
said: The reasons for the passage of this bill would 
be perfectly obvious when it was recollected that 
the law of 1816, and all subsequent laws upon the 
same subject, had a limitation prescribing the time 
within which the claims were required to be pre- 
|| sented. He here cited the several limitations. 
During the time prescribed many claimants were 
|| prevented, from various causes, from presenting 
| for examination and payment claims clearly allow- 
able and just. The losses sustained during the 
war with the Indians in 1832, on the frontiers of 
Illinois and Michigan Territories, are almost 
|| wholly unprovided for. True a law was passed at 
| the last session, intending to make provision for 
| their payment; but under the construction, as given 
to that law by the Third Auditor, the law was in a 
very great degree rendered nugatory— a construc- 
tion which he would not, at this time, stop to ex- 
| amine, but which was such asto require the actual 
|| deatlheof the horse to be proven. To make such 
| proof, in the major part of the cases, was utterly 
1 impossible, both from the nature of the service, 

and the character of the losses. The service was 
|| chiefly in a frontier country, and part of the time 
as much as two hundred miles beyond the outer 
settlements; without roads, without any bridges, 
causeways, or any other of the ordinary facilities 
for the passage of the innumerable rivers and 
swamps over, or rather through which they had to 
pass; the former deep, wide, and often swimming; 
the latter, bog and miry, very extensive, and of 
the most difficult and dangerous paseage. The 
service was a very hard one, occasionally makin 
forced marches, almost, if not wholly, ungadalicled: 
and that, too, without any forage whatever, during 
a whole three month’s tour of service, not the 
first feed for the horses was furnished by the 
United States. The consequence was, they were 
' turned loose to graze, and this too with the appro- 
| bation of the officers; indeed it could not be other- 
wise, for there was no other possible means of 
subsisting them. It often so happened that the 
rider was dismounted, and separated from his 





| 








| 














Be Fas Vind a datoh Mies 


t 
ca 
| 
NW 


: 
4 
es 
i 
4 
: 
§ 
: 
i 
. 





Bins inn teptoneni ARAM ape 


dh OT to oem aw 


428 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


horse. Now, it cannot but be obvious to every | 
one, that the losses, under these circumstances, | 
must have been very many, and without theslight- | 


est fault or negligence on the part of any one, and 
io make proof of the actual death wholly without 
the range of possibility. Where the losa happened 
in battle, it is not even in all cases pamgible to 
adduce such proof as is required under the rules 
adopted in the examination and allowance of these 
claims. Caees are in existence, and such have 


been presented and disallowed, where the owner | 


or rider was killed in battle, his horse oe lost 
and never afterwards heard of; but no proof is or 
can be had of the actual death of the horse. Yet 
the injury isas great, and the justness of the claim 
no less than if such proof was at hand and actually 
made. Under the construction, as given by the 
officer charged with the administration of the law 
of last session, not one case in twenty of losses 
will be paid for, judging from the few which have 
been allowed, and the many which have been re- 
jected. Why, sir, in many cases where horses 
have been found, since the termination of the cam- 
paign, they have been claimed forthe United States, 
and taken and disposed of as such, and the owner 
unable, under any law now in force, to get his just 
due. I hope the necessity of such a law as the 
one under consideration, with these explanations, 
and the report aecompanying the bull, will be so 
apparent to all as to secure its speedy passage. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill was laid 
upon the table, and made the special order of the 
day for Friday week. 

The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, giving the right of way over property 
belonging to the United States, at Harper’s Ferry, 
to the Winchester and Potomac Railroad Com- 
pany, was read twice, and referred, on motion of 
Mr. CHAMBERS, to the Committee on Roads 


and Canals. 





of ascertaining what he wished to arrive at, and he 
thought the expense over-estimated. He thought | 
the whole expense would not cost over $4,000 for | 
pan 10,000 copies. He therefore adhered to | 

is original proposition. 

Afier some further conversation between Messrs. | 
BELL, EWING, FORSYTH, and PRESTON, | 

Mr. FORSYTH moved to refer the subject to | 
the Judiciary Committee; which was negatived, on | 
a division, 17 to 18. 

And the resolution was then agreed to. | 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bill establishing the northern boundary line | 
of the State of Ohio was taken up. 

Mr. POLNDEXTER moved that the bill be laid | 
upon the table, and made the special order of the | 
day for Thursday next. This motion having been | 
withdrawn— 

Mr. CLAYTON, who reported the bill, rose in | 
eo of its details. 


Ir. EWING spoke at length in favorof the bill. || 


Mr. TIPTON followed in oppusition, and con- | 
cluded his remarks by moving its indefinite post- | 
ponement. 

Mr. LEIGH argued at considerable length | 
against the postponement, and in favor of the bill, | 


contending that it was a question of political ex- || 


pediency, that this matter should be settled in 
favor of the State of Ohio. 

Some further conversation occurred between | 
Messrs. TIPTON, LEIGH, and CLAYTON, | 
when the question was taken by yeas and nays, | 


| and decided as follows: 


The resolution to print and circulate, under the | 
direction of the Joint Library Committee, the | 


diplomatic correspondence between the years 1783 
and 1789, was read twice, and referred, on motion 
of Mr. ROBBINS, to the Library Committee. 
The bill authorizing the sale of public lots in 
the town of St. Marks, by the register of the land 


office at Tallahassee, Florida, was read twice, and | 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the following reso- 
lution, submitted by him some days ago: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to 
the Senate a statement showing the names of the 
several pensioners who are now, or may have been 


heretofore, placed on the pension roll, designating || 


their rank, annual allowance, the sums which the 
have severally received, the laws under whieh 
their pensions have been granted, the date when 
eal upon the roll, their ages, and the States and 
counties in which they severally reside. Also, the 
names of the pension agents who have received 
compensation, as such, and the amount of such 
compensation, and the act under which it was 


been employed in the Pension Office, and the sums 
paid them as compensation, with an aggregate 
statement of the whole sum disbursed on account 
of pensions. ° 
Mr. FORSYTH remarked that he had made 
some inguiry at the War Department, on the sub- 
ject of this resolution, and was informed that it 
could not be answered during the present session. 
By the next session it could be done, by an expen- 
diture of some $1,000 or $1,500. By a calculation 


of the number of pensioners on the roll, it would || 


be seen that it could not be answered at the pres- 

ent session. And he thought that the purpose of | 
the honorable gentleman in desiring the informa- | 
tion, was in effect accomplished, inasmuch as no | 
person could be placed on the pension list under 

the late law, but by going into the county where | 
he resided, and first announcing his claim there. | 
‘The necessary expense of the printing would be | 
too great for the advantages which were expected | 
to be derived from it. 
less than six or seven thousand dollars. He would 
have no objection to this, if it would result in any- 





He thought it could not be | 


| dent and Vice President, made a report, being a 
| substitute for the resolutions; whith was ordered 


| ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: 


_commandant in the United States Navy; 





‘into the Union on an equal footing with the origi- | 


| 
} 
| 


thing good; and to avoid this expense in the first | 
instance, he suggested the reference of the resolu- || House to read the third time the joint resolution || 


tion to a committee to inquire into the subject. 
Mr. PRESTON said, 


‘ 


e knew no better mode '' spondence from 1783 to 1789; whi 


| sions ch bl the privat ion fund; and | 
allowed, the names of the clerks who are and have ee ee eee eats ae aie ne | 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Grun- | 
dy, Hiil, King of Alabama, McKean, Swift, Tip- | 


ton—9. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb,Calhoun,Chambers, || 


Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, | 


Kane, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Mor- || the 


ris, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Rob- | 
bins, Robinson Shepley Smith, Southard Sprague, | 
Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster, White—30. 

So the Senate refused to indefinitely postpone 
the bill. 

Mr. TIPTON then offered an amendment, 
changing the boundary line between Ohio and 
Michigan; which was negatived. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

Mr. BIBB, from the Select Committee to whom 
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The resolution was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. CHINN, from the Committee on the Dis- 

| trict of Columbia, reported a bill for regulating the 

| rates of toll for crossing the Eastern Branch bridge; 
| which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Public 





| Lands, reported a bill granting to Henry M. 


| Shreve the right of preémption to eighteen sections 
of land lying on Red river, in the State of Louisi- 
ana; read twice and committed. 

|. Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, reported a bill granting a quantity of pub- 
lic land in the State of Illinois, to assist in the con- 
struction of a road from a point on Wabash river, 
opposite to Vincennes, toChicago; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. McKENNAN, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill for the relief 
of the heirs and legal representatives of Bailey E. 
| Clarke; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. J. HALL, from the Committee on the Ex- 
penditures of the Navy Department, made a re- 
port. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LEAVITT, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, reported a bill granting the right of pre- 
emption of certain lots of public lands in the town 
of Perrysburg, in the State of Ohio; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr.J.ADAMS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for increasing the pension 
of Origen Eaton. Read twice and committed. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, the 
‘House, by consent, took up the bill authorizing 
the President to direct the sale of certain public 
lots in the town of St. Marks; which was read a 
| third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, the House took up 

| the joint resolution granting the right of way to 
Windhoner and Potomac Railroad Compan 

'at Harper’s Ferry. Read a third timeand passed. 

The House then proceeded to the special order, 

| being the. 

| BILLS CONCERNING THE TERRITORIES. 

| 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved the House go into 
committee upon the bills embraced in the special 
omer which was agreed to, Mr. Wayne in the 

| chair. 
| On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the bill re- 
pealing certain acts of the Legislative Council of 





was referred the resolutions relative to altering the | Florida, was taken up. 


Constitution in the manner of choosing the Presi- | 


The bill and report having been read— 
Mr. WHITE, of Floriaa, moved an amend- 


| ment providing for the election of two additional 


to be printed. | members of council; which was agreed to. 


The following bills were considered in Commit- || 
| reply from Mr. 


tee of the Whole, reported to the Senate, and 


After an inquiry by Mr. FILLMORE, and a 
HITE, on motion of the latter 
gentleman, the 3d section of the bill providing 


A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of || that the amount of the taxes illegally assessed, be 


the late privateer Roger, Roger Quarles, master; 
A bill for the relief of John Percival, master 


A bill further to extend the term of certain pen- 


A bill supplementary to the act authorizing the | 
Territory of Florida to open canals between Chi- || 


| refunded from the Treasury of the 


¢ nited States, 
| was stricken out. 


| The bill was then laid aside. 


The bill increasing the salaries of judges of the 
Unitéd States for the Territories of Michigan, 
Arkansas, and Florida, was then read. 

Mr. WHITE moved an amendment limiting 


pola river and St. Andrew’s bay, and from Matan- | the increased allowance to those judges of Florida 


zas to Halifax river, in said ‘Territory, approved | 
March 2d, 1832. 

Mr. TIPTON moved to take up the bill, to en- 
able the people of the eastern division of the Terri- | 
tory of Michigan to form a constitution and State || 

overnment, and for the admission of such State | 





nal States, and for other purposes. 1] 
Mr. T. subsequently withdrew the motion, and | 
moved that the Senate adjourn. Lost: 17 to 17— | 
the Chair (Mr. Kine, of Alabama) voting in the | 
negative. 
he bill to amend the several laws respecting || 
the Post Office Department, was, on motion of 
Mr. GRUNDY, laid on the table. | 
On motion of Mr. SHEPLEY, 
The Senate adjourned. 


| 
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$ 
Mr. E. EVERETT, asked the consent of the | 


providing for distributing the Diplomatic Corre- 1 
was agreed to. | 


who do not receive extra lilowance for deciding 
land claims under the treaty with Spain. 

Mr. McKAY moved to include Arkansas in the 
amendment; which was agreed to. 

The amendment was then adopted, and the bill 
laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill to establish 
an additional land office in Arkansas, was taken 
up and read. 

After an amendment relative to the boundaries 
of the district, moved by Mr. SEVIER, was 
adopted, and some explanation by Messrs. Mc- 
aoe CLAY, and MASON, the bill was laid 
aside. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill for the re- 
lief of certain inhabitants of East Florida, was 
taken up and read. 

Mr. McKAY inquired what was the amount of 
the claims provided for by this bill? 

Mr. WHITE said they would not exceed 


40,000. 
Mr. WILLIAMS called for the reading of the 
report of the committee, relative to these claims. 
Mr. WHITE said he could explain theseclaims 
in less time than the reading of the report would 





tratieres 


1834. 


uire. Mr. W. went into a statement of the | 
occupation of East Florida by the United States || the consideration of the bill at this time,and Mr. 
in 1811, and the nature of the claims arising out || DUNCAN expressed the hope that the committee 
of this occupation. | would proceed with the consideration. 
After a few remarks between Messrs. McK AY 
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Chipola river and St. Andrew’s bay, and from 
Matanzas to Halifax river, in said Territory, ap- 
proved March 2, 1832; 

The bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 


and WHITE, the bill was laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the bill providing for 
the creation of certain land districts, &c., was 
taken up and read. 

Several verbal amendments were adopted on 
motion of Mr. LYON. 

Mr. CLAY moved an additional section, author- 
izing registers and receivers at land offices to 
administer oaths relative to the business of their 
offices, which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill from the 


roads to be opened in the Territory of Arkansas, 
was taken up and read. 

After some explanations between Messrs. Mc- 
KAY and SEVIER, the bill was laid aside. 


After some conversation upon the question, | the late privateer Roger, Rog | . 
ar it was in order to consider the bill this | and . Pat ote ct ae 
day, '| ‘The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
a ASHLEY, DUNCAN, GAMBLE, || the heirs and legal representatives of Senhaleete 
and R. M. JOHNSON, briefly advocated the bill, || Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom. 
and Messrs. REED, WARDWELL, FILL- (The discussion upon the merits of the last bill 
MORE, and PARKER, opposed it. gave rise to a conversation of a personal character 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved to amend the bill so || between Mr. POINDEXTER and Mr. LINN 
as to provide that six months’ notice should be | ; 


given of the sale; which was agreed to. 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
J.Q@. ADAMS, DUNCAN, VINTON, CLAY, 
and LYON of Michigan, when the bill was 


when, in order that the Senate might be in pos- 
session of the entire facts connected with the case, 
on motion of Mr. CLAY, the documents accom- 
panying the bill were ordered to be printed. } 

The bill granting pensions to certain persons 


LIN- 
rected to be reported to the House. SON, made the special order of the day for to- 


On motion of Mr. LYON, the committee rose, || morrow. 


and reported the above bills to the House. 
Mr. LYON moved that the House go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
for the purpose of considering certain bills relative 
to the Territories, which had been referred to that 
committee; which motion, after some conversa- | 
tion, he withdrew. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, the bill authorizing 
a road to be cut out from the northern boundary 
of Florida to the town of Appalachicola, was 
taken up and read. 

Mr. WHITE moved an amendment, providing 


Senate authorizing the President to cause certain 
for the survey of a road from Tallahassee to Cape 


| amended, on motion of Mr. VINTON, and di- | therein named, was, on motion of Mr. TO 
| 
| 


On motion of Mr. PRESTON, all the previous 
orders were postponed, and the Senate took up 
the bill to increase and regulate the pay of the 
surgeons and assistant surgeons of the army; 
which was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of the owners and crew 


ie and a survey of the harbor of Appalachi- 
cola. 

After an explanation from Mr. WHITE, the 
bill was laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill to mark 
and open a road from Columbia to Little Rock, in 
Arkansas, was read and laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, the bill from the Sen- 
ate, providing for the construction of certain ter- 
ritorial roads in’ the Territory of Michigan, was 
read and laid aside. 

A bill supplementary to the act authorizing the 
President to run and mark the dividing line be- 
tween the Territory of Florida and Georgia, was 
taken up for consideration. 

Mr. FOSTER moved an amendment, directing 
that the boundary line between Georgia and Flor- 
ida be run according to the treaty of 1783, which 
he supported in a speech of some length. 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida, opposed the motion, | 


and it was supported by Mr. GILMER; when, 
the question being taken, the motion was lost. 
The bill for running and marking the boundary 


amended, on motion of Mr. BULL, so as to direct 


the line to be run se the Missouri river till it |) 


reaches a parallel wit 
river. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the amendment was adopted, 
but withdrew it after a discussion, in which 
Messrs. BULL, WILLIAMS, GAMBLE, H. 
EVERETT, and ASHLEY, took part. A further 
amendment was offered by Mr. BULL, which 
was rejected. 

The bill for the relief of certain persons em- 
ployed as spies by General Clark, was considered. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Peter Alba and his 
legal assigns. 

Also, a bill for the survey of certain rivers and 
roads, and for the improvement of a harbor in the 
Territory of Michigan. 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ar- 
kansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of a treaty with the Choctaw Indians, was 
taken up for consideration. 

After some discussion by Messrs. DUNCAN, 
CLAY, HUNTINGTON, McKAY, FILL- 
MORE, H. EVERETT, MASON, WARD- 
he and SEVIER, on the general policy of 

e bill— 

An amendment was, on motion of Mr. H. EV- 
ERETT, adopted, restricting the application of 
the act to such persons as abandoned their im- 
provements before the first day of June, 1828. 

The bill to authorize the Legislative Council of 
Michigan to hold an extra session was taken up, 
and after some explanations from Mr. LYON, of 
Michigan, was directed to be reported to the 

ouse. 

The bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause the lead mines in the State of 
Illinois and the Territory of Michigan to be sold, 
and for other purposes, was taken up for consider- 
ation. 


the rapids of Des Moines 










| sale of the lead mines, and the bill authorizing the || 
| President to run and mark the dividing line be- 


as om : . | Western Reserve; 
line in the State of Missouri, was taken up, and |! 


| The several bills carried through the committee | 
| were ordered to be engrossed, and read a third | 


| ime to-morrow, excepting— ; up, considered, and rejected. 
| The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of || Mr. TIPTON moved to take up the bill for the 
| Arkansas who lost their improvements in conse- | repair of the Mars’ Hill military road, in the State 
| quence of a treaty with the Choctaw Indians— || of Maine; but, before the question was taken, on 
| that authorizing the President to run and mark the | motion of Mr. MOORE, 
| line dividing the Territories of the United States The Senate adjourned. 

and the State of Missouri—the bill authorizing the 


of the privateer Roger, previously laid upon the 
table, was, on motion of Mr. BIBB, again taken 
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'tween Georgia and Florida; all of which were | Fripay, June 6, 1834. 


| postponed until to-morrow. || Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
| The House then adjourned. 


|| Means, reported a bill making additional appro- 
} priations for ee armory at Harper’s Ferry, forthe 
; > | year 1834. Read twice and committed. 
IN SENATE. R Mr. POLK, from the same committee, reported 
Frivay, June 6, 1834. || a bill from the Senate, entitled ‘* An act supple- 
The following bills were read a third time, and || mentary to an act entitled *An act to alter and 
passed: || amend the several acts imposing duties on im- 
A bill granting to the State of Ohio certain lands || ports,’’’ approved July 14, 1832; which was 
‘for the support of schools in the Connecticut || committed, and made the order of the day for to- 
|| morrow. 
A bill further to extend the term of certain pen- || Mr. LEAWITT, from the Committee on Public 
sions chargeable on the privateer pension fund; || Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Jacob Le- 
A bill for the relief of John Percival, master || fevre. Read twice and committed. 
commandant in the United States Navy; and Mr. JARVIS moved that the Committee of the 
A bill fixing and establishing the northern boun- || Whole on the state of the Union be discharged 
dary line of the State of Ohio. || from the consideration of the ** bill making appro- 
The ae bills were considered as in Com- || priations for the public buildings and grounds, and 
mittee of the Whole, reported to the Senate, and || for other purposes,’’and that the same be referred 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: || to the Committee of the Whole House; which was 
A bill for the relief of Hannah Stone; and | agreed to. 


A bill for the relief of Aaron Bellamy. | The bill from the Senate, to aid in the construc- 


The following bills, upon being announced in || tion of certain roads in the Territory of Michigan, 
| —= turn upon the Calendar, were laid upon the |' was taken up; the question being on its third 
table: | reading. 
| ‘The bill establishing the territorial government || Mr. WILLIAMS made some objection to the 
| of Wisconsin; ] bill, and called forthe yeas and nays on its engross- 
| [On the motion by Mr. POINDEXTER to lay || ment; which were ordered. 

this bill on the table, . | Mr. MERCER briefly supported the bill. 

Mr. TIPTON said: The country called Michi- || Mr. McKINLEY imagined, he said, that it 
gan proper, the a between lakes Erie and || would be difficult for any member of the House to 
Michigan, was that intended for the State of Mich- | tell why those roads were making in various places. 
igan. That portion of country intended to form || After considerable examination of the subject, he 
the Wisconsin Territory, was all the country that || could not tell. No committee had made a report 
was now included in the Michigan Territory lying | on the subject of the roads; and we had no infor- 
west of Lake Michigan, and east of the Missis- / mation respecting them from the Board of Engi- 
sippi and Missouri rivers, a territory which would || neers. His own State derived no benefit from the 
be sufficient very soon to form two large States, as | appropriations. No roads were made by the United 
it extended up the Missouri to White Earth river, || States in Alabama; nor in many other States; 
in Wisconsin. Mr. T. said there must be at this || but here several hundred thousand dollars were to 
time at least ten thousand inhabitants in that Ter- || be given for making roads in Territories. We al- 
ritory. About three thousand of these people were || lowed 3 per cent. from the sale of public lands for 
settled west of the Missouri river, and north of the || roads within the new States and ‘Territories; and 2 
State of Missouri, who claimed the protection of || per cent. for making roads to these States and Ter- 
our laws. They were a in the neighbor- || ritories; but it would be found that the appropria- 
hood of Dubuque’s mine, on the lands purchased | tions vastly exceeded the amount of those funds. 
from the Sac and Fox Indians. Mr.T. asked for |} He thought the whole system was unjust and par- 
the reading of their petition, and after that he || tial in its operation. Gentlemen who were the 

would have no objection to lay the bill on the || other day talking about economy, and of reducing 
table until the Senate could act on the bill for the || the salaries of clerks, had an opportunity now to 
admission of Michigan into the Union.]} carry out their system without any difficulty. 

The bill supplementary to the act authorizing || Mr. MERCER said it was not in the power of 
the Territory of Florida to open canals betwven || the Territories to make these roads, and if it was, 
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it would be extremely unjust to require them to 
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ting four hundred dollars for the repair of Penn- 


do it. The United States, being the proprietor of || sylvania avenue. 


the lands, was bound to make the roads. 


it out, 


was unequal and unjust. 
mistaken in supposing that Alabama had not re- 
ceived her due share of aid from the Government. 
The largest appropriation ever made to any Ter- 
ritory, was made to Alabama when a Territory. 
Mr. M. also went into a defence, generally, of the 


system. 
Mr. WHITE, of Florida, stated some facts, | 


showing that the public Treasury had received 


four times as much from the sale of lands, in con- |, 
sequence of these improvements, than it would | 


otherwise have received. The Government was 
the landholder in the Territories, and it was the 


interest of the Government to open an avenue to | 


emigration. 


Mr. CHINN called for the special order of the | 


day, being the business relating to the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. POLK submitted a motion to suspend the 
rule, in order to take up the unfinished appropria- 
tion bills. 

Mr. E.WHITTLESEY suggested that, in the 
course of the day and to-morrow, there was time 
to act on the District business, and the appropria- 
tion bills aiso. 


The question being taken, the motion to sus- 


pend the rules was lost. 
Mr. CHINN moved 


the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. MERCER expressed a hope that the gen- |, 


tleman would include the Potomac bridge bill. 
Mr. JARVIS hoped, he said, that the bills re- 
ported from the Committee on Public Buildings 
would be included. 
Mr. CHINN objected to taking up any other 
business than that which was embraced in the 


resolution setting apart this day and to-morrow | 
If the District business was | 


for District business. 
not attended to soon, it would not be acted upon 
at ail. 


(Mr. Briges in the chair.) ° 


nia avenue was considered. 


Mr. PARKER objected to the item appropria- | 


ting two hundred dollars for removing mud and 
dust from the surface of the Pennsylvania avenue. 
Congress, he said, had made the road as good a 


one as any in the United States, and it was the | 


duty of the Corporation to keep it clean. 


Mr. CHINN moved to reduce the sum to $143 | 


40. 

Mr. STODDERT said, the road was not made |, 
for the benefit of the city, but for the accommoda- | 
tion of the Government, and of the people of the | 


United States having business with the Govern- 
ment. If it was proper to makea road for such a 
purpose, it was proper to keep it in order. 


If the | 
gentieman would point out any particular road | 


_and thirty thousand dollars. 
about fourteen thousand dollars, according to his 

estimate, @ make a good road of it. All that was | 
| necessary to do this was to put a coat of four feet | 


| hundred dollars. 


|, ative, and 58 in the negative. 
that the House go into || 
Committee of the Whole on the bills reported from | 


Mr. CHINN made some explanations. 
Mr. HARDIN said he had examined and meas- 


He vindicated the system from the objec- | tained that the work done upon it ought to have 
tion made by the gentleman from Alabama, that it | 


cost, and might have been done for, thirty thou- } 
The gentleman was | 


sand dollars; but it had actually cost one hundred | 


t would now cost 


of limestone rock upon it. Unless this was done 
every particle of the road would be blown away 
by next November. But he should make no 
motioh respecting it. 

Mr. McKINLEY moved to strike out the ap- 
propriation of four hundred dollars for repairing 
the avenue; which was negatived. 


Mr. McKINLEY objected to the item appro- || 


priating twelve hundred dollars for the arch over 
the Tiber; and moved to reduce it one half. 

Mr. WARDWELL hoped the gentleman would 
withdraw the motion. e was surprised himself | 


|| that three thousand dollars was not demanded for 
| the work, considering that the avenue had cost 


$130,000, though in fact it was not worth three | 
If we could get off with twelve 
hundred dollars, without having any arrearages to 
pay, we should do well. 

After some words from Messrs. MERCER and 
CHINN, the question was taken on the amend- 
ment, when it appeared that 43 voted in the affirm- 
(No quorum.) 

Mr. McKINLEY withdrew his motion to 
amend. 


Mr. McKAY commented upon the item in the 


bill appropriating $3,720 for arrearages for the im- | | 
|| provement of Pennsylvania avenue, and insisted 


that this appropriation ought not to be made unless 
the committee had fully investigated the expendi- 
tures which had been made for that object, and 
stated that he should move to strike out this item 





when the bill came into the House, unless a gatis- | 


factory explanation should be made. 


The bill was then laid aside. | 


The bill to organize the several fire companies 


| in the District of Columbia, was then taken up and 
The motion of Mr. CHINN wasagreed to, and | 


the Llouse went into Committee‘ of the Whole, | 


read. 
Mr. CHINN moved an amendment to the first 


|| section providing that a company possessing ean 
The bill for the improvement of the Pennsylva- | 


apparatus costing not more than $500 should not 
exempt more than fifty men from military duty, 
and that one possessing apparatus costing $1,000 
might exempt seventy-five men. 

Mr. C. also moved to amend the second section 
of the bill so as to provide that an inspector be 
appointed by the corporate authorities of each 
city, whose duty it shall be to inspect and report 
the state of the apparatus, &c. 


|| lature had over a State. 





June 6, 
ance Company of Alexandria was then taken 
up, and, after an amendment proposed by Mr. 
CHINN, was laid aside. 


The following bill, for the benefit of the city of 
which was unnecessary, he would consent to strike | ured the Pennsylvania avenue, and had ascer- || Washington, was then taken up: 








_A BILL for the benefit of the city of Washing- 
ton 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to pay out of any 

unappropriated money in the Treasury, a sum not 
| exceeding sixty thousand dollars annually, in 
quarterly instalments, for the period of three years 
from the passage of this act, to the mayor of the 
city of Washington, to be applied under the direc- 
| tion and authority of the Boards of Aldermen and 
| Common Council, to extinguish so much of the 
| interest annually accruing on their public debt. 
Mr. STODDERT called for the reading of the 
| report relative to this bill; which was done. 

Mr. MANN was opposed (he said) to the pas- 
sage of this bill, and was under the necessity of 
moving to strike out the enacting clause. He 
| knew of no principle of justice, equity, or policy, 

whereby the nation ought to be required to pay 
| the debt which thiscorporation, in their providence 
| or improvidence, havecontracted. If weassumed 
| the payment of the interest, we should soon be 
compelled to pay the principal also. The report, 
| which he characterized as an able one, had not 
| convinced him that the Government, although it 
was located here, was bound to relieve this bank- 
rupt corporation from its difficulties. We were 
| not to be called upon, in our representative capa- 

city, to dispense charities, but to transact the pub- 
| lic business. . 
Mr. STODDERT, in reply, contended that the 
| Congress, having exclusive jurisdiction within the 
| limits of the District, exercised over it the same 
authority and guardianship which a State Legis- 
he committee did not 
| intend this bill as an entering wedge, and they 
| had expressly stated in their report, and provided 
| in the bill, that the appropriation should be con- 
| tinued only three years. The measures which 
| had produced the embarrassments of the corpora- 
| tion ought to be characterized as improvident or 
extravagant. They were such as were approved 
| by the most prudent and enlightened men. But 
| the question was, whether it was our duty to pro- 
| vide for the works of the District. He held in his 
| hand the deeds of cession, from which it appeared 
| that the land was given to the Government in trust 
| to be used for the benefit of the city, and not to be 
| applied to public and national ones. The Govern- 
| ment now held in the city land to the value of one 
| million of dollars, and had received from the sales 
| of land over seven hundred thousand dollars. We 
| had appropriated for the city $732,000, of which 





Mr. C. also moved some verbal amendments; || $476,000 were for public and Federal uses, viz: for 


which were agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside. 

The bill to incorporate the Washington National 
Monument Society was then read. 


| the penitentiary $106,000, for the canal $150,000, 
| and for the avenue $140,000. The appropriation 
| now proposed ($156,000) would, if made, still 
| leavea large sum in the public Treasury, which we 


Mr. MANN moved an additional section, giving || had no right to use for any other purpose than for 


|| to Congress power to alter, amend, or repeal, the 
Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, was unwil- | 


act, when, in their judgment, the public interests 


| the improvement of the city. There could be no 


possible doubt as to our power or duty in this 
matter, and we had no alternative but to permit 


ling, he said, to make a provision which would |, may require it. : 
Mr. SELDEN opposed this amendment; which the city to sink beneath its embarrassments or to 


form a precedent, but he had no objection to pay || 
the expense which had already been incurred. He | 


would not vote for any item in the bill which would 


should make an annual appropriation for the im- 
provement and cleansing of the streets in this city. 

Mr. WARDWELL proposed to amend the 
item, so as to make it read ‘‘ for expenses alread 
incurred in removing mud and dust,’’ &c., which 
Mr. Cuinn accepted as a modification of his 
amendment; and the amendment offered by Mr. 
Cuinn was agreed to as modified. 

Mr. PARKER objected to the item as amend- 
ed, and moved to strike it out. 
Mr. FILLMORE supported the amendment. 
After some words from Mr. McKINLEY, Mr. 


EWING, and Mr. WATMOUGH, the motion | 


to strike out was negatived. 


aitering it 80 as to show that the expense was in- | 
curred by the direction of the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia, which was negatived. 


| 


Mr. HARDIN objected to the item appropria- || 


was advocated by Mr. MANN; when the ques- 


| tion was taken, and the amendment carried. 
go to establish the principle that the Government | 


Mr. WARDWELL moved to strike out the 
eighth section, which provides for appointing col- 
lectors in the several States, which were divided 
into four districts. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WARD- 


relieve it. 

Mr. HARDIN took a different view, he said, 
_ of the provisions of the deed of cession from that 
presented by the gentleman from Maryland. The 
proprietors gave one half of the land with a view 
to enhance the value of the rest, and Government 
was to pay twenty pounds an acre for such part 


WELL, McKENNAN, PARKER, BURGES, || of the lands as they purchased. The lands were 


and CHINN— 
Mr. HARDIN made some observations upon 


_ the object of the bill, which he considered to be 


simply to divide the United States into four great | 
begging districts, and to furnish profitable employ- 
ment for four persons as collectors. He moved to 
strike out the first section of the bill. 

Some remarks were mace by Messrs. FILL- 


| MORE, ADAMS, D. J. PEARCE, MANN, || 
Mr. PARKER moved to amend the item, by 


CHINN, MERCER, McD. MOORE, STEW- | 
ART, and CHILTON, when it was discovered | 
that this bill had not been committed, and, of 
course, had not been properly taken up. 

The bill to extend the Samer of the Fire Insur- 





not gree in trust for the people of the District, 
but for the people of the United States. In no 
| city of the United States was so much public 
mony expended as in this. Taking one year 
with another, the Government expended here 
| from fifteen hundred thousand to two millions a 
pons We were asked if we would suffer a city 
aving the name of Washington to go down. 
There was nota State in the Union which had 
| not a town or county called Washington. At all 
events, the name-of Washington would not be 
| lost, whether this city should rise or fall. He 
admitted that the report was ably and eloquently 





‘drawn; but it could not persuade him that this 
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city was ‘‘an enterprising city.’’ It was an abuse 
of words to call this an enterprising city, where 


| 


i 





the report, that ten thousand might, by possibility, 
have been alive. But instead of ten thousand, in 


nobody labored more than four hours a day. The || eighteen months, the applications had amounted to 


eople o@the city had no reason to complain of 
any want of liberality to it on the 
ress. 


twenty-four thousand six hundred, of which the 


‘ part of Con- || Secretary of War reported that about one thou- 
We had given one hundred and fifty thou- || sand would probably be rejected. Up to this time, 


sand dollars for a canal, the only earthly purpose || then, the calculation had been more than trebled, 
of which was to bring wood to their doors; we || and thirty-six thousand were now on the roll. 
swept their streets for them; and even went to the ||-Mr. P. said, it struck him as incredible, that at 
expense of building frames to protect their shade || this time there should be so vast a number alive. 
trees. We had given a hundred thousand dollars | It was well known that our pension system wes 
for a trough across the Potomac; and we had a || more extensive than it was in any other country; | 
bill before us for another hundred thousand for || agents were appointed in every part of the country 

the same purpose. We had given a million for || to collect claims, and bring them before Congress; | 


the ditch, and had a bill now to give a million || many were pushed too far, and sustained thruugh- | quiry in his own State than in any other, because 


out by fraudulent testimony. Mr. P. related a || his motives would not then be suspected, nor could 


more. -It was time, he thought, to stop. 


Mr. MERCER had never, he said, known any | striking instance of this to sustain a claim for a 
subject to be discussed here relating to the city of | pension by a person who served on board the 
Washington, without an attempt on the part of | frigate South Carolina during the Revolution. The 


some members to build upa popularity elsewhere, || 


resent result on the pension books he considered 


by abusing and making a sport of the unfortunate || impossible, and therefore it demanded scrutiny. 


citizens of the District. 


Mr. Mercer went on to | 


Mr. P. then proceeded, at length, to show, 


argue, that every capital in Europe had been built || from various statistical statements and tables of 
up at the expense of theGovernment. The policy || longevity, that so great a number of pensioners 


which was proposed in regard to the District was, could not now be alive. 


He took the estimated 


therefore, neither new nor extraordinary. The || population of the United States at the Revolution, 


Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, for which the city | 
had contracted a heavy debt, was a work which | 


was every way entitled to the aid of the Govern- 
ment. He would refer the gentleman from New 
York to the example of his own State. The 
Delaware and Hudson Canal stock was, at one 
time, worth little or nothing. The company ap- 
plied to the State for relief. The State loaned to 
the company its credit; the canal was completed; 
and now its stock is greatly above par. Mr. M. 
went into many statements to prove that the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, when completed, 


in the United States or in Europe, and that in 
reference to the perpetuity of the Union, it was 


more important than any other work in the Union. | 


After some further debate, in which the bill was 
opposed by Messrs. HARDIN and MANN, and 
supported by Messrs. CHINN, WARDWELL, 
and STEWART— 

Mr. VINTON moved the committee rise; which 
was carried: Ayes 62, noes 60. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the bills 
passed through the committee, were reported to 
the House, and progress on the last bill. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, May 29, 1834. 


Debate on the resolution submitted by Mr. Preston, 
calling for information from the Secretary of War 
relative to the Pensioners of the United States. 


Mr. PRESTON said it was of importance to 
ascertain with precision the number of claims 
which would probably be made upon the Govern- 
ment. His object was to follow up the resolution 
when the information should be obtained upon it, 
by ordering the publication of the names in the 
various counties of the United States, where the 
applicants for pensions, or the pensioners, reside, 
and thus, by publishing them, prevent frauds upon 
the Government. In his judgment, there was 
some radical mistake, mismanagement, or fraud, 


look minutely into it. He came to this conclusion 
from the fact that there were thirty-six thousand 
pensioners of the Revolution on the pension roll. 


And so far from decreasing, since the adoption of | 


the present gigantic system, it had annually in- 
creased, and was increasing, equal to the calcula- 
tion made at the time of ita decrease. There was 
an actual increase of 25 per cent., from which it 
would seem that these revolutionary heroes in- 
crease in numbers. When the system was adopt- 
ed, an elaborate report was made as to the proba- 
ble and possible number which would be put on 
the roll from it. The estimate was made on the 
maximum of numbers which would apply. The 
calculation then was, that it could not add more 
than ten thousand to the pension roll. [Mr. P. 
here read extracts from the report of the commit- 
tee which reported the act of July, 1832.] The 
aggregate amount of revolutionary soldiers were 
supposed to have been 328,000, and at the time of 


‘| men had comparatively few pensioners. 
|| believed no one was aware of the immense expend- 
would be more productive than any similar work || iture which was annually made to pensioners, and | 
|| that we could not calculate the amount to which it 


| would extend, if it went on two or three years || 





| 





|| ers in New York and Massachusetts. 
in the pension system, which called on Congress to | 


| calculated the proportion of fighting men, and 
assuming the average age at thirty, he came to the 
| conclusion, upon the ordinary tables of longevity, 


| that there could not be one-third the number of old | 


it 


| soldiers now in existence that were represented to 
| be living. Mr. P. argued, also, that fraud must 
| exist, from the fact that a large proportion of the 
| pensioners, now on the roll, were in States which 
| produced no soldiers in the war of the Revolution, 
| while those States which furnished the oe 

r. P. 


| more. 


He thought it would be five or ten mil- 
| lions. 


| had any objection to the resolution of inquiry. If 


in the administration of the pension laws, which 


| necessary, why, this course was the correct one 
on which tocommencereform. But while he con- 
curred with the honorable gentleman in this, he 


that the state of facts from which the gentleman 
_ reasoned, did not conduct him to the disproportions 
to which he arrived. He had shown a great 
apparent disproportion between the population of 
different States and the pensioners in each State, 
and from the longevity of the South, hecame to the 
conclusion that the proportion should be the other 
way. But Mr. W. would submit to the honorable 





member, how frauds should exist in a greater pro- | 


| portion in one part of the country than in another; || revolutionary war, the population of New York 


at least to so enormous an extent? 
be. 


It could not 


explained by reference to one or two considera- 
tions. The disproportion in the emigration from 
different States, and the change in the population. 

No fact in the whole range of statistics was more 
easily explained than the disproportion of pension- 
What was 
| New York in the Revolution? It certainly was 
| not to be compared to Massachusetts at that period. 
What made the population of New York? Half 
a million of its population went to that State after 
the war. The fighting men rushed to New York 
after the peace, and the same thing took place after 
the Canadian war, as at the peace of '83. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN said that the rules of 
longevity of the honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina were not correct or applicable; that the 
latitude given by the act of 1832, to those who had 
served but six months, must multiply the number 
of pensioners; he thought a child of seven years 
old, at the commencement of the war, might have 
served his six months before the peace, and not be 
a very aged man now. He did not believe the 
most jealous scrutiny into the matter would dis- 
close any material frauds. He was astonished, 
after the passage of the act of 1832, on his return 
home, to see so many old worthies applying to 
the court for pensions. 





| fraud had been practised, or mistake had occurred, | 


was of so much importance as to make an inquiry | 


We must, therefore, look to other causes for | 
an explanation of the difficulty. And it might be 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


\ 


| 


=) 


Mr. WRIGHT said it was not his object to offer 
any Opposition to the resolution. Onthe contrary, 
he hoped it would pass. He thought the state- 


‘| ments which had been made upon the presentand 
|| a former occasion, when this subject was before 
‘| the Senate, and the suspicions of frauds which 
| were shown to be entertained, had satiafiel eVery 


|| member of the body that some — 
| made, which would correct the pub 


iry should be 
ic mind, detect 
frauds, if frauds exist, and allay suspicion as to 
honest applicants. He said he would go with the 
honorable Senator to any extent to detect and 
punish any frauds which might be found to exist, 
and he would much rather engage in such an in- 


|| he be accused of designing to cast unjust imputa- 


|| tions anywhere. 


He also owed it to himself to 


| remark, that upon a former occasion, when this 
|| subject was under consideration, he should have 
|| made the observations which it was now his pur- 


| 


ose to make, had it not been for the fact that an 
onorable Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr: 
Wesster,] made explanations, in answer to the 


|| Senator from South Carolina, which were per- 
|| fectly satisfactory to him, and he had no disposi- 
|| tion to protract the debate, or to consume the time 


| 





would repeat a suggestion he made the other day, || 


| 
| 





of the Senate. 

The argument of the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] was based upon 
premises which he (Mr. W.) considered unsound, 
and calculated to lead to error. These premises 
were comparisons of the present number of pen- 
sioners from each State upon the pension rolls, 
made under the several pension laws, with the 


| number of troops furnished by each State during 
|| the revolutionary war. 


These comparisons, as 
made by the honorable Senator, had no reference 
to the present population of the States, and here he 
(Mr. W. said) considered was the radical error. 
New York had been made, by the honorable 


|| Senator, very prominent in the comparisons he 


‘ || had presented, formed upon the basis just men- 
Mr. WEBSTER said he presumed no member | 


tioned, and which he (Mr. W.) believed he could 
satisfy the Senator himself, and the Senate, was 
unsound. New York, at the time of the Revolu- 
tion, when compared with some other States, wes 
small in population; and her quota of troops was 


| small in proportion to her population. The inhab- 


ited portions of New York, at that early period, 
were a narrow tract of country along the Hudson 
river, small settlements upon the borders of Lake 
Champlain and Lake George, and a limited por- 
tion of the lands upon each side of the Mohawk 


|| river, extending westwardly from Albany some 








| was it now? 
| New York to be 2,000,000, and for all the purposes 


hundred miles, moreorless. These were the por- 
tions of the State then embracing nearly all of the 
white population. 

Mr. W. said he spoke from recollection, and 
from a very bad recollection as to statistical facts; 
but he believed that, at the commencement of the 


and South Carolina were not greatly variant, and 
that the troops, both regulars and militia, furnished 
by these States, were not widely different. How 
He would assume the population of 


ef the pension law of 1832, the number must be 
Lelow the fact; and he believed the population of 
South Carolina, of all descriptions, to bee now 
about 500,000. Is it then fair to compare the 
number of pensioners upon the various pension 
rolls, residing within thesetwo States, to determine 
the fairness of the pension applications, or the 
absence of fraud in the grants of pensions made to 
the citizens of each State? Mr. W. said he could 
not so consider the argument. The population of 
New York had increased since the revolutionary 
war, and before the passage of the act of 1832, 
more than three times its amount at the time of 
the war. It had not been so with the population 
of South Carolina. The increase in New York 
had not been solely from the increase of its origi- 
nal population. Jt was not true that the population 
of New York, existing at the time of the Revolu- 
tion, had multiplied so much more rapidly than 
that of South Carolina; but the difference had been 
occasioned by emigration into New York from the 
old States. ‘That emigration was principally from 
the eastern States; it commenced soon after the 
war, and continued until western New York was 
principelly settled. 
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Mr. W. said his residence was in the county of | the places of residence of a greater number of the great changes of location of the inhabitants of 
St. Lawrence, the extreme northwestern county of || revolutionary pensioners than either of the coun- || the old States, and reflection would satisf him 


the State. 


His recollection was, that settlements | ties he had firstnamed. The reason was obvious. || that the grounds he had assumed, and the concly- 


were commenced in that county at about the year || Their populations were much greater, and were || sions he had drawn, from erroneoug premises, 


1800, and that the county was organized between 
that time and 1804. 


during the war of the Revolution, he did not sup- 


now presented a somewhat numerous list of revo- 
lutionary pensioners. 
at the first Court of Record held in the county, 
after the passage of the act of 1832, about sevent 


of the venerable survivors of that glorious struggle | 


assembled in that new county to make their appli- 
cations for the pensions granted by it. He did 
not know the fact, but he presumed that of the 
number assembled there would not have been 
found five who claimed to have served either in 
the New York line, or the New York militia. 
The county is almost exclusively settled from the 
States of Massachusetis and 
pensioners now residing within it, are nearly all 
emigrants from those and other States. Inasmuch 
as this county had no white population during the 
war, if the premises of the gentleman be sound, it 
should have no pensioners now, and his reason- 
ing is, that the fact that it has raises the presump- 
tion that the applications have been sustained by 
fraud. 

Mr. W. said he knew the honorable Senator 
would not contend that this was true as to all 
these cases, but he seemed to think it must be as 
to a large portion of them. 
as well acquainted as himself with the population, 


and the progress of settlement of the western por- | 


tions of New York, he would change his opinions. 
W here, he would ask the honorable Senator, was 
now the population of New York? Of its 2,000, 

000 of inhabitants, he felt confident he should be 
within the fact, when he said that at least 1,000,- 
000 was to be found in portions of the territory of 
the State where there was no white — at 
the close of the revolutionary war. ‘The county 
of Oneida, the most populous county of the State, 


the city and county of New York alone excepted, | 
was a wilderness, inhabited by the savages exclu- | 


sively, until long after the conclusion of that war. 
He believed it was true that there might have been 


a block-house or two, or some slight works erect- || 


ed for defence against the Indians, within its ter- 
ritory during or before the termination of the war, 
but the county was unsettled and uninhabited by 
the whites until after that period, 
lieved, if a line were drawn across the State as far 


east as the east bounds of this county, nearly, if || 


not quite, the one-half of the white population of 
the State would be found west of such line. 


consist of emigrants from other States since the 
Revolution, and they had brought with them a full 


share, he thought he could say a large share, of || 


the soldiers of the Revolution. Was it unnatural 
that it should be so? Who so likely to emigrate 
from the thickly settled portions of the old States 
to the great W est, to the unexplored wilderness, as 
the soldiers of that war? They undoubtedly came 
out of that war, as most of them went into it, poor, 
and unable to purchase the cultivated and valuable 
land of the old States. 

Mr. W. said it was not the rich, but the poor 
men of a country, in any war, who constituted its 
soldiery and filled the ranks of its armies; and it 
was not the rich, but the poor men of a country 
who constituted the pioneers of its wilderness, 
and first swept away its forests and cultivated its 
soil. This would always be the work of those 
whose pecuniary circumstances compel them to 
earn their living by the labor of their own hands, 
and who can only acquire home where land is 
cheap and can be made valuable by their own im- 

rovements. Such were the soldiers of the Revo- 
ution, and vast numbers of them left their resi- 
dences in the settlements, and pushed their way 
into western New York. 

Mr. W. said he would remind the honorable 
Senator that the counties of Westchester and Sar- 
atoga, perhaps more emphatically than any other 


portions of New York, except the city, were the || the revolutionary army was proof that all the pen- | sumed his seat 
seat of war, and still he could not be mistaken in || sion applications from those States were false and || 


supposing that Oneida, and many other of the 
comparauvely new counties, would be found to be 


It was not now a large | 
coiinty in population, relatively speaking, and || 


He had been informed that | 


ermont, and the || 


Now, he be- || 


The || 
most of this population, too, would be found to | 


|| composed as much of those who lived and acted 


at the West, as emigrants from the old to the new 
_ parts of theState. A proper consideration of these 
|| facts, he was sure, would convince the honorable 
|| Senator that his mode of reasoning was unjust 
‘|| and must lead him to erroneous and unjust conclu- 
sions. The supposition that the nigedadion of the 
States had maintained their proportions from the 
time of the Revolution to the present day, was 
, inadmissible, as contradicting known facts, and to 
suppose that the soldiers of that seven years’ war 
| had remained more stationary than any other 
_ equal portion of the population of the States was 
|| equally against — and fact. 

Mr. W. said he was giad that the amendment 
|| offered by the honorable Senator from New Jer- 
sey, directing the call to embrace the line or corps 
|| in which each pensioner served, had been adopted, 
|| because that would show where these veterans of 

each State now reside. He was perfectly willing 
|| that any proper scrutiny, as to the pensioners re- 
|| siding within his State, should be had, and he had 
| no fear that the call, as now made, would show a 
|| greater number of those pensioners from the New 
|| York line, or the New York militia, than the pro- 





|, portion which the numbers of those corps, actually 
If the gentleman was || 


in service, would be found to bear to the whole 
| army. 
Mr. W. said he felt sure the honorable Senator 
| had not selected New York, so peculiarly, for the 
| purpose of his comparisons, from any invidious 
motive. He had expressly disavowed any such 
intention, and he (Mr. W.) should not have been 
|| able to convince himself of the existence of sucha 
motive, if the disavowal had net been made. But 
he must say, it did appear to him, if it had been 
the sole object of the Senator, reasoning from the 
|| premises he had chosen to assume, to have shown 
the palpable disparity between the troops in ser- 
vice from each State, and the number of pension- 
|| ers now residing within it, that he might have ob- 
|| tained much stronger instances than that between 
South Carolina and New York, by turning his 
| attention to the new States ofthe West. He had 
told the Senate that the troops furnished by New 
York and South Carolina were nearly equal, and 
|| that the pensioners residing in New York at the 
|| present time were eighteen times as many as those 


ator had taken Ohio, how would his comparison 
have resulted? Mr. W. said he had not looked at 
the report to which the gentleman had referred, but 
|| he presumed that Ohio now returned a number of 
ae equal to that of South Carolina. [Here 

r. Preston remarked four timesasmany.] Then 
|| (said Mr. W.) Ohio has within it four times as 
|| many revolutionary pensioners as South Carolina, 


|| Ohio did not contain a white man, till years after 
|| the war. South Carolina, therefore, furnished just 
|| as many more men for the service than Ohio, as 
|| the whole number of men she sent into that great 
| struggle, and still Ohio presents four times as many 
|| pensioners from that service, as are presented by 
|| South Carolina. Here (Mr. W. said) the gentle- 
| man hada comparison, not counting in tens, but in 
| thousands, and he would not attempt to establish 
| the rate per cent. advantage to Ohio, but would 
|| leave it with the other calculations of the Senator. 
| He must, however, be permitted to suppose that 
|| the honorable gentleman would see, from this in- 





|| stance, the palpable injustice of his comparisons, || ‘ 
(eadiheuaeane , 4 : | have been filled by the appointment of 


‘| Mr. Guttet and Mr. Lincoun. 


|| and the erroneous impressions they would be like- 
|| ly tocreate. According to his positions, Ohio, [n- 
|| diana, Illinois, Missouri, and the new States at the 
|| southwest, ought not to present a on as 
|| they were not inhabited at the time of the war, and 
|| therefore presented no troops for theservice. Still 
|| itwas admitted that they all did present pensioners, 
| and surely the gentleman would not contend that 
|| the single fact of their not having sent troops into 


| fraudulent. On the contrary, the error was, that 
the honorable Senator had not made allowance for 


| and Ohio did not furnish a soldier for the service— | 


in the scenes of that war, as the people of those || 


| 


| 





| 
' 


| 
| 


it 


1 


residing in South Carolina. If the honorable Sen- || 


| were manifestly unjust to some of the States. 
Mr, PRESTON replied at length to Mr.Waricur 


| counties. Indeed, many, who served in the army |and others, commenting extensively upon the 
|| as citizens of those counties, were now to be found || whole pension system; and, in the course of hig 
pose there was an armed white man in it. Still it || 


| remarks, compared the number of pensioners in 
| New York with those in Ohio, and compared also 
the population of the two States, to show that the 
population of the latter was half that of the former, 
while the number of persons receiving pensions, 
residing within the latter, was but about one-fifth 
of the number appearing to reside within the for- 
mer. Hence he inferred that Mr. Wricur’s mode 
of accounting for the great number of pensioners 
residing in New York, by the emigration to that 
State from other States, was not supported by 


facts. 

Mr. WRIGHT rejoined. He said he should 
not be led by the gentleman into a discussion of 
the pension system; that the resolution before the 
Senate was a call for information, and he had no 
disposition to discuss the questions which might 


| arise, when information should be obtained, in 


anticipation, or upon a supposed state of facts. 
He should be ready to meet those questions when 
the facts were settled; but he must decline wholly 
attempting to settle them upon hypotheses, and 
especially in considering a call for the facts. His 
| object, therefore, in rising, at this time, was sim- 
| ply to answer the remarks of the Senator as to the 
disparity in the number of pensioners between 
Ohio and New York; and, this done, he would 
detain the Senate no longer. The answer seemed 
~ to his mind, and, upon its being suggested, 
| he thought it would be equally plain to the Senate. 





|| The revolutionary soldiers were the early emi- 


| grants from the old States. They were not modern 


|| emigrants, as their ages must necessarily satisfy 


every gentleman. Western New York was opened 
| to them immediately after the peace of 1783, and 
| they soon began to form settlements there. The 
| territory now composing the State of Ohio was 
| then beyond the reach of settlement, and it was 
many years after, and when western New York 
| had become measurably full, that the emigration 

flowed over it into Ohio. Before that period had 
| arrived, most of these old soldiers had fixed them- 

selves down in permanent abodes nearer to the 
| settlements of the old States. Hence, when the 
| tide set most strongly to Ohio, there would have 
| been among theemigrants a much less proportien- 
ate number of revolutionary soldiers. 

Even now (Mr. W. said) their descendants 
from western New York were beginning to move 
on, not into, but beyond, Ohio, into the States of 
Indiana, Illinois,and Missouri; but few, very few, 
of these aged patriots would be found among the 
emigrants. They remained at the homes they had 
established in their younger days. The weight of 
years had become too heavy upon them to ren- 
| der them willing again to seek the wilderness, and 
again to encounter the hardships of a new coun- 
try. This seemed to him a sufficient reason for 


|| the diminution in the number of pensioners as the 


emigration was followed west. 

| _Thediscussion was further continued by Messrs. 
SPRAGUE, EWING. CHAMBERS, PRES- 
TON, FORSYTH, and CALHOUN. 








The vacancies on the Committee of 
| Commerce, occasioned by the electioh of 


| Mr. Foor Governor of Connecticut, and 


| Mr. Lawrence, Mayor of New York, 


The Hon. M. T. Hawkins, who has 
| been absent some eight or ten days at 
| Philadelphia, to consult Dr. Physick, re- 
| yesterday; and we are 
gratified to learn that his health is much 


| improved. 
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